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THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

 
As the seasons change and we move into Autumn, a large number of Club Members are 

finding the opportunity to fish our rivers and dams. Although the water levels are down due 

to the lack of rain, the waters are crystal clear and all reports are of excellent fishing across 

our State. 

After the long Covid lockdowns, many of our Members have been on trips to New Zealand 

and we look forward to their reports on our regular Members’ nights. 

Closer to home, the Club held a very successful Bunnings Sausage Sizzle and I would like to 

thank all those Members who stepped up to volunteer. Your efforts are really appreciated. 

This weekend sees the start of the season’s competitive casting competitions with the 

Southern Lights competition being held at the Club’s casting pool. Competition casting is 

great fun and I would urge any interested Member to chat to Bruce Ratcliffe about coming 

along and participating. 

Still on Club matters, it is our intention to again hold a series of fly tying evenings during the 

Winter months and again, beginners will be most welcome. The evenings will be led by 

some of the Club’s most experienced fly tiers and all materials and equipment will be 

provided by the Club. This is a good opportunity for beginners to learn and for more 

experienced tiers to hone their skills. 

Finally, a word about Allan Russell. Allan has re-located to Queensland and, as a 

consequence, has resigned from the Committee. As a former Club President and a keen 

Committee member, his input to Club affairs will be missed and we record our appreciation 

of his contribution. Allan is known as one of the keenest fishers in our Club and we will miss 

his willingness to share his knowledge and experience. Now as a Country Member, he will 

always be welcome at the Club rooms and we wish him all the best. 

With a number of long weekends on the horizon, I hope you all get an opportunity to get 

out on the water. 

Hope to see you there. 

Best regards, 
Dean Gordon. 
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COMMITTEE – OFFICERS & DELEGATES 2022 - 2023 
The Club’s Officers and Delegates for 2022 – 2023 are: 

 

President Dean Gordon president@southernflyfishers.org.au 0408 549 005 

Vice President Bruce Ratcliffe vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au 
0437 824 959 

 

Treasurer Bryan Macpherson treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au 0419 313 807 

Secretary Grant Dawson secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au 0447 722 916 

Trip Coordinator  Peter Suzic trips@southernflyfishers.org.au 0423 503 974 

Webmaster Chris Mastwyk webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au 0439 016 530 

Committee Bob Martin  
0435 091 417 

 

    

    

Newsletter Editor Bryan Macpherson editor@southernflyfishers.org.au 0419 313 807 

 

 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

The minutes of the General Meeting held on 22 February 2023 have been circulated to all 

Members. The next General Meeting is scheduled for 7.30pm on Wednesday, 22 March, 

2023. 
 

 

 

mailto:president@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:trips@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au
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CLUB NIGHTS 

Name tags are available for all Members and can be found in the wooden tray at the 

entrance to the Club Room. Members are requested to wear them at meetings. If you 

cannot find your name tag, please speak to the Secretary, Grant Dawson, who will arrange a 

replacement. 

For meetings, Members are asked to bring along small denomination notes and coins for the 

purchase of drinks, raffle tickets and flies as the Club does not keep a lot of cash on site and 

providing change for large denomination notes may present problems. 

 

 

Club Caps for Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SFF Club caps are available for purchase at $10 each at the regular Wednesday club 
meetings. 

 

REMEMBER COVID  

Covid remains a factor in our lives and we need to remain cautious. 

All Members visiting the Club Rooms should be fully vaccinated and some Members may 

also feel more comfortable wearing masks. 

To safeguard fellow-members, any Member who is unwell or showing flu-like symptoms 

should not attend the Club Rooms or Club functions. 

In addition, if you are diagnosed with Covid after visiting the Club Rooms, please contact the 

President or Club Secretary and let them know – they in turn will contact other attendees 

and notify them. 
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CALENDAR – UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Club has a number of planned trips and events as you can see from the calendar below. 

Also, if any Member would like to have company on a self-arranged trip, wishes to arrange 

shared accommodation or wants to car pool, they are welcome and encouraged to do so 

through the Club’s Team App. It is a great way to contact other Members and organize a trip 

of your own. 

 

Date Event/Location Leader/details 

Member Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month 

General Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month 

 Committee Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month 

Club casting is held on each Tuesday evening 

4 March Southern Lights competition at Southern & BBQ 5pm 

14 – 16 March Millbrook mid-week trip Tony Hyett 

26 March Sunshine Open Casting Competition 9.30am @Geelong 

29 March Moorabool TBA 

14 April Easter club trip to be advised TBA 

30 April Southern Open Casting Competition 9.30am @ Southern 

6 May Club trip – Wendouree or Moorabool TBA 

7 May Brunn Shield Competition @ Ballarat  

13 – 14 May Club Trip to Big River TBA 

28 May Cock O’ the Walk competition @ Southern TBA 

 

BE IN IT TO WIN IT 

A reminder to all Members that the Ken’s Balls lucky number draw is in operation at the 

monthly Members’ General Meetings and the payout is increasing! 

Number 92 was drawn at the meeting on 22 February but Colin McMillan was not on hand 

to collect his prize. The prize money increases to a whopping $110 for the draw on 22 March 

2023. Make sure you are there on the night to claim your prize if your number is drawn. 

Come along – it may be your lucky night. 
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MEMBERSHIP INS & OUTS 
In March, the Committee confirmed the membership of Andrew Judd. We welcome Andrew 

to the Club and look forward to seeing him at the Club rooms. 

 

 

HONESTY BAR 

The Club bar operates on an honesty system and prices for drinks are displayed above the 

bar counter. If you have a drink, please remember to pay the appropriate amount – there 

are no I.O.U’s. 

 

 

THE SOUTHERN SUPER SATURDAY SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

The Club’s successful sausage sizzle at Bunnings, Nepean Highway, Mentone on Saturday, 11 

February raised some welcome funds for the Club. 

Thanks go to those Members who pitched in and helped – they all did a fine job on a very 

warm day. 

Thanks also to Bunnings and for the support from COLES Sandringham, Bendigo Bank 

Sandringham and Sunset Printing in Cheltenham. 
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MEMBERSHIP DETAILS & CONFIDENTIALITY 

The Membership List detailing the names and contact phone numbers of all active Club 

Members has been updated and the list (at the end of this newsletter) is now accurate and 

up to date. 

Please check your details and make sure they are correct. 

If your name does not appear on the list or your contact details are not correct, please e-

mail both secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au and editor@southernflyfishers.org.au so that 

your details can be updated. 

If, for privacy reasons, you do not wish your name and/or phone number to be reflected 

on the Membership List please e-mail the Secretary and your details shall be removed. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS   

“The best money any Southern fly fisher will ever spend is their $95 Membership 
Subscription” – Editor. 

 

 
 

Southern Fly Fishers Australia Inc.

Annual Membership Fees - From 01.07.2022

Membership Type Note Existing Members

Current fees July - December January - June

$ $ $

Member 95 95 70

Member spouse/partner 55 55 45

Concession 1 75 75 55

Junior - under 18 55 55 35

Student - under 22 65 65 50

Country 2 65 65 45

Family special 3 120 120 100

Life member 0 0 0

Note 1 Govt. Pensions and Seniors Card holders

Note 2 Permanently residing over 60km from Club

Note 3 At least 3adults, junior and students, of the same immediate family *(+ insurance each person)

Please deposit membership fees direct to the Southern Fly Fishers bank account :

Bendigo Bank: BSB 633 - 000 / Account No 172 683 468 and include your name as reference.

New Members Joining
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CASTING 

Bruce Ratcliffe and Bob Martin continue their valuable Tuesday night casting and coaching 

sessions. Dave Becconsall often joins them and the sessions commence between 18.30 and 

19.00 and all Members are invited down – whether you wish to practice, get some expert 

tuition or advice. 

These sessions provide Members with a unique opportunity to receive free tuition from the 

reigning Australian Casting Champion and Certified Casting Instructors.  

If you are going to be there on a Tuesday evening, please let Bruce or Bob know by sending 

them a text message – their numbers are listed in the Membership List in this newsletter. 

The pool also remains open at any time should Members wish to go along and spend some 

time practising on their own. 

 
 

Competition casting is another great way to improve your casting skills and accuracy. If any 

Member would like to try their hand at competition casting or get a better understanding of 

what is involved, please contact Bruce Ratcliffe or Bob Martin or chat to them on a Tuesday 

evening. 
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CLOSE CONTACT INFORMATION 
Whilst Members are at Club functions or away on Club trips, there may be an instance or 

emergency where the Club has to make contact with their next of kin or a nominated close 

contact. 

If you have not done so and would like to nominate someone whom the Club should contact 

in the event of an emergency, please e-mail the Club at southernflyfishers@gmail.com with 

the person’s: 

Name 

Relationship 

Mobile number 

 

 

A RETURN TO THE MITTA 

Roy Pollard 

We arrived at Anglers Rest (near Omeo) on the Tuesday immediately following the latest 

round of the Victorian Fly Fishing Competition. With over 660 fish caught by 20 competitors 

on Mitta beats I was a little concerned about the short term impact on fishing. Anyway, I 

had my fingers crossed that the fish would recover quickly. 

Our campsite was the lovely Jokers Flat about 15 minutes up the road and on the banks of 

the Mitta. The water level was similar to my last visit – when I was a controller at the 

Nationals held in March last year. A comfortable level for fishing and on Tuesday the water 

temperature sat at 14 degrees. 

 
A welcome sight after the long drive from Melbourne 

mailto:southernflyfishers@gmail.com
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After setting up camp we fished for a couple of hours near the campsite. My fishing buddy 

managed a few including a ripper that headed downstream and eventually broke off.  I 

started slowly by connecting to four fish and landing none. 

 
Mitta Mitta River 

 

On Wednesday morning we walked a kilometre downstream and fished back up to Jokers. I 

decided to euro nymph and after a frustrating three hours had not even sighted a fish. I 

admitted defeat on pure nymphing and added a dry to run with a stimmie/hare & copper 

combo on my 10.5’ 3 wt euro rod. I’m not sure why but I was soon on the board with five 

fish in the next 30 minutes, all on the nymph, including my best for the trip, a 40cm brown. 

And so started my good run for the remainder of the trip. 

 
One of many quality Mitta browns 
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After the lunch break we drove a short distance past the Middle Creek bridge and both had 

success on the nymph with quite a few good browns landed. Frustratingly, I had several 

break-offs (on the strike) on my 6x Trout Hunter tippet so I switched to 5x and that 

appeared to resolve the issue without any apparent impact on my catch rate. 

 
Bundara brown 

 

On Thursday we drove to the nearby and highly recommended Bundara River. I’d not fished 

here previously and was in for a real treat. A small stream, no wider than say the Steavo, full 

of quality brown trout. Lots of easy river access with good casting room, almost every fish 

caught was in the low to mid 30cm range. A few fish took the dry, either a stimmie or Royal 

Wulff but the #14 hare & copper was still the fly of choice. I landed a nice rainbow, the only 

one for the trip - and endured another frustrating break off, this time on the 5x. 

 
We accessed the Bundara off Callaghans Rd 
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After a late lunch we finished our Thursday back on the Mitta, upstream from our campsite. 

The weather was warm and most fish were now looking up. Occasionally I’d be casting to a 

rising fish but mostly we were just fishing likely water. It was another exciting session with a 

bunch of quality browns landed. 

 
Another Bundara brown from a deep pool 

 

I had great success in deep pools on both the Mitta and Bundara.  I purposely took my time 

and extended my four foot tippet to twice it’s normal length, say eight feet after my dry. 

This allowed me to trawl these deeper pools and often pick up two or three fish. Often the 

larger fish reside in these pools. I’d occasionally lose one to snags but I was happy to at least 

hook up. I also chopped and changed my tippet length at regular intervals to reflect the 

depth of various runs.  
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Running my extended tippet through a deep Bundara pool 

 

I had a few instances where I’d spot a fish inspecting my dry and usually catch it two or 

three casts later on the nymph. Knowing there are fish somewhere near your fly certainly 

helps to maintain focus! 

Apart from my slow start I was able to catch fish at regular intervals including a few hot 

sessions.  However, like most fishing trips there was the usual run of line tangles and tree 

catching. This stuff definitely tests your patience but it’s something that comes with the 

territory.  

Our last session was a couple of hours before the packup and long drive home. We fished 

downstream from the Middle Creek picnic area and I picked up another six smaller browns 

on dries and nymphs. A good finish to the week. 

Overall, the joint fish count was approximately 60 browns and just the one lonely Bundara 

rainbow, with 70% of fish caught on a nymph. Our 3 weight rods were perfect for the 

conditions. It would have been great to stay longer and fish upstream of the Big River bridge 

(these beats were recommended) and explore the Cobungra River which apparently is also 

fishing well. Next time… 
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HUMOUR 

 
Lumsden in New Zealand’s Southland is a region renowned for trout fishing. Members 

fishing in that region should note that the local council has recently installed the above 

equipment outside the old railway station to help with the weighing of their trophy catches. 

Note too that the weight limit (circled in red) is in Imperial pounds. 

 

FLIES FOR SALE 

 
With the rivers fishing well, we turn to dry fly fishing and remind Members that the Club has 

a fine selection of good quality flies available for purchase. The Club flies are on sale at $2.00 

- $2.50 each. Please see Tony Hyett for purchases and payment on the night. 
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MIRACLE ON THE MATAURA: THE FLY FISHER, THE 

GUIDE AND THE WILLOW GRUB FLY 
(To protect the innocent, the names of all concerned have been withheld)  

 

In New Zealand’s South Island, the end of January and through February is willow grub time. 

The tiny grubs burst forth from a blister on the surface of the willow leaves and those grubs 

unfortunate enough to hatch over the water make an irresistible meal for the big Browns 

which gorge on them as they fall into the water – the trout equivalent of a sushi train. 

This is obviously a good opportunity to fish for the Browns, congregating as they do under 

the willows or along the bubble lines next to the overhanging willow branches. 

Conventional wisdom (as espoused by the most experienced guides) is to sight the fish and 

cast a tiny willow grub fly within about 6 inches of its head (preferably just in front) and to 

land the fly with the distinctive “plop” that the real grub makes as it falls into the water. 

Alerted by the noise to the arrival and close proximity of yet more food, the fish has no time 

to think or examine the fly and, in an instant, the fisher will have a take and the fun begins. 

Repeat as required. 

Be warned - failure to get this right will frighten the living daylights out of the fish, probably 

turn it into a vegetarian and you will incur the wrath of the guide! 

So it happened that at the beginning of February, at the end of a long day fishing the 

Mataura, an inexperienced fisher and his experienced guide were getting to the “last cast” 

stage of the day when the guide spotted a nice fish deep under the overhanging willows. 

The guide pointed out the fish and instructed the fisher to get in a good cast, about four feet 

under the willows and some 6 inches ahead of the fish. Easy, text book stuff! 

The fisher put in a great cast – unfortunately it was nowhere near the willows, well to the 

side of the fish and some ten feet away from it. In fairness, there was a distinctive “plop” 

when the fly landed but it was drowned out by the string of expletives from the guide. 

As the fisher was about to retrieve his miserable cast, the guide shouted “leave it” and the 

Mataura Miracle happened: Alerted to the “plop”, the fish turned, swam lazily towards the 

sound and then burst out from under the willows like a missile over the final six or seven 

feet to the fly. A solid take, lift, the fly was set and after a good struggle, a three pound 

Brown was in the net. A fine end to a good day. 

There must be a moral to this story but what stands out is the total unpredictability of trout 

and their behaviours. 

That is why we love fishing! 
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OUR CLUB’S HISTORY 

The book Lindsay Haslem – Fly Fisher, Teacher, Innovator by Lana Wall contains the 

following important history regarding the origins and founding of our Club in 1967. 

 

 
 

Thanks to Peter Gadd for supplying this fascinating piece of our Club’s history.  
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MEMBERS’ MARKETPLACE 

The recent Club auctions of new and good-condition used fishing gear has highlighted the 

demand for good quality equipment. We all have more gear than we need (but never admit 

it it) and the newsletter provides Members and other readers with the opportunity to buy 

and sell fishing gear. If you have something to sell (new or used) or you are looking to 

purchase an item, send the details through to editor@southernflyfishers.org.au, together 

with your mobile number and e-mail address. 

 
If you are a seller, a photograph of your item will be a big help. The advertisement will be 
put together and this will enable buyers and sellers to make contact and provides a useful 
marketplace. 

 

 
Bruce Ratcliffe has this wonderful Winston Boron 11 MX 9ft, 4 piece, 5wt rod for sale at 

$650. If you are interested, please contact Bruce. 
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Bruce Ratcliffe has a number of beautifully tied nymph flies 

for sale. Please contact Bruce if you are interested. 
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SFF CLUB MOBILE APP 
The club has a mobile app based on the Team App platform which is proving valuable for 

Member communication. This smartphone app allows easy and immediate access to club 

information on your phone. Amongst the initial features are chat rooms, trip information 

and rsvp’s and a calendar of events/trips. 

The club recognises that not all Members may have smart phones or make use of the app. 

The information provided by the app is therefore in addition to all of the existing 

communication channels so that no-one is disadvantaged.           

To use the SFF App you need to download Team App onto your smartphone. Download Team App 
here (http://teamapp.com/app). 

Launch Team App. 

Then: 

1. Sign-up to Team App. You'll be sent an email to confirm your registration. 

2. Log in. Then search for Southern Fly Fishers and request access to join the members’ 

group that applies to you. 

 

New Club members should contact Chris Mastwyk or Peter Suzic who will ensure they are 

registered as members on the system and can use the app. 

Chris and Peter can also assist with any problems or training that a Member may need 

help with feel free to give them a ring (phone numbers on the enclosed Member list) or 

talk to them at any Club meeting. 

http://teamapp.com/app
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SUPPORTERS, ADVERTISERS, FRIENDS 

& SPONSORS 

  

 
Members should use the code southern 10 to claim 

a discount on their on-line purchases 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc. 

PO Box 388, Moorabbin 3192 

 
Applicant to Complete 

Nominee’s Name:  

Street Address:  

Suburb & Post Code:  

Mobile Number:  

E mail address (please print):  

Proposer (if applicable):  

Seconder (if applicable):  

Where did you hear about the Club?  

Previous flyfishing experience:  

 
Club Use Only 

Membership Category:  

Date submitted to Committee:  

Approved: Y/N 

Notification to: Secretary 

 Editor 

 Treasurer 

 Applicant 

 
Membership is subject to confirmation by the Committee of Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc. 
and payment of the applicable subscription fees as detailed below. 
Completed forms should be e mailed to secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au  
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MEMBERSHIP FEES 

 

 

 

BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS 

For the information of Members, the Club’s bank account details are as follows: 
The Southern Flyfishers Aust. Inc. 
Bendigo Bank 
BSB: 633 000 
Acc No. 172 683 468 

Please make sure your records are correct. 
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Useful Information and Contact Details 

We invite you to join and participate in the Club’s activities. Our aim is to support members 
in the enjoyment of the sport of fly fishing, the environment and the social camaraderie. 

Meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at the 

Southern Fly Fishing Clubroom and Casting Pool 

located in Highett Reserve, 

Cnr Chesterville and Turner Roads, Highett. Melways 77 J 9 

(Look for the “Combined Clubrooms” entrance at Nº 33 Turner Road) 

 

Membership Benefits: 

- Beginners’& advanced casting tuition - Competitive casting & fishing events 

- Beginners’ and advanced fly tying classes - Discounts from sponsors’ retail outlets. 

- Stream craft & fly fishing techniques - Specialist guest speakers 

- Monthly fly fishing discussion group - Regular day & weekend fishing trips 

- Annual interstate & overseas fishing trips - Saltwater fly fishing activities 

- Regular newsletter - Public liability insurance for club activities 

Membership enquiries to: membership@southernflyfishers.org.au 

Website:  www.southernflyfishers.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.southernflyfishers.org.au/ 

 

“The Fly Fisher” 

The Southern Fly Fishers 

PO Box 388 

MOORABBIN VIC 3192 

 

mailto:membership@southernflyfishers.org.au
http://www.southernflyfishers.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.southernflyfishers.org.au/

