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THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

Forward weather forecasts for the next few months indicate a late winter with higher than 

average rainfall for Victoria and southern NSW. The long-term prospects indicate our usual 

river options will be high or flooded until mid-November, so Members need to turn their 

attention to fishing techniques for high waters in rivers and, importantly, their safety.  Your 

Club will endeavor to present a wide range of updated information from experienced 

Members and commercial speakers that will have value to Members of all standards. For 

those of you new to the Club and hungry for information “you only need to ask”. The best 

form of communication is to attend meetings and inquire - you will be surprised how much 

information comes forward to help and the contacts you meet may lead to valuable days on 

the water. 

The Club trip to the Goulburn on opening weekend was poorly attended with only three 

Members fishing but the trip was well worth the effort. I understand Eildon weir is reaching 

full capacity and the gates are open early to prevent future flooding if there is heavy spring 

rain. The river was very busy but this did not seem to affect the fishing. Members fished 

below Thornton bridge in the morning and below Gilmore’s in the afternoon with a 

reasonable degree of success. VFA had released a number of very large brood stock in the 

week prior to opening and we met one angler who had landed a rainbow in excess of 8 kg 

and David Becconsall “released” a monster before it saw the net while fishing with his spey 

rig in the morning. Deep nymphing was the most successful technique. A full report will be 

given at the next meeting. 

Gary Rapley will be our guest speaker on Members night in September after participating in 

the world fly fishing championships in Italy. This is a great opportunity to learn about the 

structure of these events, who was there and the latest update on successful fishing 

techniques in the world. In the past, Gary has expressed interest in assembling a local 

Southern team for fly fishing competitions so new Members will be welcome to ask and 

learn how and where these journeys begin.   

John Waters is available for a follow up with a talk on his successful trip to the world fly 

fishing championships in Europe at the September general meeting. John also spent some 

time training with friends in America prior to the worlds so he will have the latest 

information on gear and techniques to share with us. 

The Gerry Bolt and Tri club trophies are scheduled to be held on Sunday 23rd of October at 

Moorabool.  Please put this date aside as it will be a great social day and Southern will need 

to show its best if we are to win back these prestigious awards. 

More information for the benefit of newer Members will be given at the next meeting and 

in next month’s Fly Fisher.  
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Finally, a note regarding Membership Subscriptions. The response to date has been very 

good with the vast majority of subscriptions already collected. For those of you who have 

not yet paid – I urge you to do so because your Club relies very heavily on the collection of 

subscriptions. 

See you all soon. 

 

Dean Gordon. 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE – OFFICERS & DELEGATES 2022 - 2023 
The Club’s Officers and Delegates for 2022 – 2023 are: 

 

President Dean Gordon president@southernflyfishers.org.au 0408 549 005 

Vice President Bruce Ratcliffe vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au 
0437 824 959 

 

Treasurer Bryan Macpherson treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au 0419 313 807 

Secretary Grant Dawson secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au 0447 722 916 

Trip Coordinator  Peter Suzic trips@southernflyfishers.org.au 0423 503 974 

Webmaster Chris Mastwyk webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au 0439 016 530 

Committee Bob Martin  
0435 091 417 

 

Committee Allan Russell  0437 240 323 

    

Newsletter Editor Bryan Macpherson editor@southernflyfishers.org.au 0419 313 807 

 

mailto:president@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:trips@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

The minutes of the General Meeting held on 24 August 2022 have been circulated to all 

Members. The next General Meeting is scheduled for 7.30pm on Wednesday, 28 September 

2022. 
 

 

CLUB NIGHTS 

Name tags are available for all Members and can be found in the wooden tray at the 

entrance to the Club Room. Members are requested to wear them at meetings. If you 

cannot find your name tag, please speak to the Secretary, Grant Dawson, who will arrange a 

replacement. 

For meetings, Members are asked to bring along small denomination notes and coins for the 

purchase of drinks, raffle tickets and flies as the Club does not keep a lot of cash on site and 

providing change for large denomination notes may present problems. 

 

 

Club Caps for Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SFF Club caps are available for purchase at $10 each at the regular Wednesday club 
meetings. 

 

COVID  

There are a number of Club Members who have recently contracted Covid and are now still 

ill or recovering. To all of them, we send the Club’s best wishes and hope for their full and 

speedy recovery. 
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It is a timely reminder that Covid remains a factor in our lives and is a serious health threat. 

All Members visiting the Club Rooms must be fully vaccinated and may be required to 

provide proof of vaccination. Members may also feel more comfortable wearing masks. 

To safeguard fellow-members, any Member who is unwell or showing flu-like symptoms 

should not attend the Club Rooms or Club functions. 

In addition, if you are diagnosed with Covid after visiting the Club Rooms, please contact the 

President or Club Secretary and let them know – they in turn will contact other attendees 

and notify them. 

 

CALENDAR – UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Club has a number of planned trips and events as you can see from the calendar below. 

Please note that more information on these events (starting times etc) is available on the 

Club’s website www.southernflyfishers.org.au under Club Activities/Club Calendar. 

Also, if any Member would like to have company on a self-arranged trip, wishes to arrange 

shared accommodation or wants to car pool, they are welcome and encouraged to do so 

through the Club’s Team App. It is a great way to contact other Members and organize a trip 

of your own. 

Finally, the shortage of Members prepared to act as Trip Leaders is limiting activities – if you 

are willing to lead a trip, please let Peter Suzic know. 

 

Date Event/Location Leader/details 

Member Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month 

General Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month 

 Committee Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month 

Club casting is held on each Tuesday evening 

   

September   

14 Members’ Club night – Gary Rapley on World 
Champs 

All. 7.30pm 

16 - 18 Millbrook Lakes (fully booked) Tony Hyett 

28 Club General Meeting  All. 7.30pm 

October   

6 Mid-week trip to Noojee Ray Boast 

7 - 9 Fyans Fly-in at Lake Fyans, Western Vic. 

 

TBA 

http://www.southernflyfishers.org.au/
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10 Induction course. 18.45 Gerard Carmody 

14 - 16 Wastell Trophy - Ballarat TBA 

17 Induction course. 18.45 Gerard Carmody 

23 Gerry Bolt + Tri-clubs’ trophies, Moorabool (Ossie 

Griffiths event for SFF) 
Dean Gordon 

24 Induction course. 18.45 Gerard Carmody 

November   

13 Buddy Day at Marysville  

26 - 2 Eucumbene trip Dave Becconsall 

December   

10 Club Christmas party. Club rooms 12.00 All 

January   

13 - 15 Noojee camping trip Peter Suzic 

February   

10 - 17 Rushworth - Graeme Clifford Peter Suzic 

 

EUCUMBENE & THE SNOWIES TRIP 

There are still some places available for this trip from 26 November to 2 December. If you 

are interested or would like more information, get in quick and speak to Dave Becconsall. 

 
 

ON–LINE SCAMMING 

The Club and its Members are once again the target of on-line scammers – and we urge 

Members to be alert for e-mails purporting to be from the Club and requesting their bank 

account details or payments to other accounts. The Club only has one bank account (details 

in the notice below) and if you are in any doubt, contact the Treasurer before making any 

payment. 

 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE – INS & OUTS 

The Committee has confirmed the Memberships of Craig Lategan and the Club welcomes 

him. We look forward to seeing Craig at the Club Rooms and on Club trips. 
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NOW DUE - MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS   

“The best money any Southern fly fisher will ever spend is their $95 Membership 
Subscription” – Editor. 

To all Members who have not yet paid their 2022 – 2023 subscriptions, a reminder that the 

fees are now due. The Club does not send out invoices for subscription renewals – it is up to 

individual Members to calculate their subscription amount from the table below and pay 

accordingly, using their names as the reference when paying electronically. 

 

 
 
 

E-MAIL COMMUNICATION 

The Club has a number of Member e-mail accounts which intermittently reject the 

correspondence sent out to Members. The message with the rejection is usually “Too much 

spam from Google”.  

To ensure they receive all the Club’s communications, Members are urged to check their 

spam filters and to add southernflyfishers@gmail.com to their Contacts list. 

 

Southern Fly Fishers Australia Inc.

Annual Membership Fees - From 01.07.2022

Membership Type Note Existing Members

Current fees July - December January - June

$ $ $

Member 95 95 70

Member spouse/partner 55 55 45

Concession 1 75 75 55

Junior - under 18 55 55 35

Student - under 22 65 65 50

Country 2 65 65 45

Family special 3 120 120 100

Life member 0 0 0

Note 1 Govt. Pensions and Seniors Card holders

Note 2 Permanently residing over 60km from Club

Note 3 At least 3adults, junior and students, of the same immediate family *(+ insurance each person)

Please deposit membership fees direct to the Southern Fly Fishers bank account :

Bendigo Bank: BSB 633 - 000 / Account No 172 683 468 and include your name as reference.

New Members Joining

mailto:southernflyfishers@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP DETAILS & CONFIDENTIALITY 

The Membership List detailing the names and contact phone numbers of all active Club 

Members has been updated and the list (at the end of this newsletter) is now accurate and 

up to date. 

Please check your details and make sure they are correct. 

If your name does not appear on the list or your contact details are not correct, please e-

mail both secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au and editor@southernflyfishers.org.au so that 

your details can be updated. 

If, for privacy reasons, you do not wish your name and/or phone number to be reflected 

on the Membership List please e-mail the Secretary and your details shall be removed. 

 

ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 

The Club has membership of and participates in the activities of a number of Associations 

involved in fishing, fly fishing and the health and wellbeing of trout in Victorian waters. 

These memberships ensure the Club participates in decision making and lobbying associated 

with matters considered to be in the best interests of fly fishers. 

The memberships provide for the Club to appoint members or delegates to the various 

managing Committees. If any Club member is interested in representing the Club on these 

Committees and would like to contribute or would like more information, please contact 

Allan Russell. 

 

 

 

 

LUCKY NUMBER DRAW 

A reminder to all Members that the Ken’s Balls lucky number draw is back in operation at 

the Members’ General Meetings and the payout is increasing! 

Number 52 was drawn at the meeting on 24 August but Bill Tilley was not on hand to collect 

his prize – so the prize money increases to $60 for the draw on 28 September 2022. Make 

sure you are there on the night to claim your prize if your number is drawn. 

Come along – it may be your lucky night. 
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THE CLUB LIBRARY 

The Club has an enviable collection of publications related to all things fly fishing – whether 
it be the art of fly fishing, casting, entomology or fly tying you are interested in, there are 

sure to be a host of books to help you. 

Our librarian, Bill Jeans, not only maintains the library but he is a great source of information 

on what books we have – so ask Bill if you want information on a specific topic. 

Bill is currently updating the library catalogue (no easy task) and his hard work will improve 

this fine resource even further. 

On this subject, it is noted that some Members have books that are long outstanding (some 

pre-dating the Covid lockdowns). If you are one of the guilty parties, please return the books 

as soon as possible. 

 

CLUB MEMBERS’ MEETING 

As reported last month, Bob Martin, David Becconsall and Ben Thompson all recently 

qualified as Certified Casting Instructors (CCI) through Fly Fishers International (FFI). 

At the Members’ Meeting on 10 August, Bob did a presentation on why he wanted to do the 
course, the (Covid affected/infected) journey, the examination process and what he has 
achieved.  

A good turnout saw some 36 Club Members on hand to hear what he had to say – and the 

added comments from Dave and Ben provided further insights. 

Thanks to you all. 
 

 

CASTING 

Bruce Ratcliffe and Bob Martin continue to hold their valuable Tuesday night casting and 

coaching sessions and Dave Becconsall often joins them. The sessions commence between 

18.30 and 19.00 and all Members are invited down – whether you wish to practice or get 

some expert tuition or advice. 

These sessions provide Members with a unique opportunity to receive free tuition from the 

reigning Australian Casting Champion and Certified Casting Instructors.  
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If you are going to be there on a Tuesday evening, please let Bruce or Bob know by sending 

them a text message – their numbers are listed in the Membership List in this newsletter. 

The pool also remains open at any time should Members wish to go along and spend some 

time practising on their own. 

Competition casting is another great way to improve your casting skills and accuracy. If any 

Member would like to try their hand at competition casting or get a better understanding of 

what is involved, please contact Bruce Ratcliffe or Bob Martin or chat to them on a Tuesday 

evening. 

 

MILLBROOK LAKES IN 2023 

On an annual basis, the Club organises two, two-day, fully guided weekend trips to 

Millbrook Lakes. The trips are very popular and are generally over-subscribed – meaning 

some Members miss out. 

Due to their own demands, Millbrook are unable to offer the Club any further weekend 

trips. 

There is however the possibility of arranging a two-day, midweek trip during the new year 

and this may well suit Members who are retired or whose work commitments are flexible 

enough to allow them to make a mid-week trip. It would also free up some spaces on the 

weekend trips for Members who only have weekends free. 

At this stage, we cannot confirm dates but it is looking like being in March, April or May but 

would like to gauge the level of interest amongst Members for such a trip to see if it is worth 

confirming with Millbrook. 

We are not asking for any commitment but if a mid-week trip is of interest to you, please 

contact Tony Hyett as soon as possible and record your interest. 
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NEW MEMBER INDUCTION COURSE 

After a Covid induced absence, Gerard Carmody and Rob Casamento are once again hosting 

the Club’s very successful New Member Induction Program.  

The Program is open to all Members and will run over three evenings – the 10th, 17th and 

24th of October, from 7pm to 9pm (arrive at 6.45pm). 

If you know of any non-Member who may like to do the program and find out about our 

sport, then they are quite welcome and the fee for non-members will be them joining the 

Club and paying a year’s subscriptions. 

Participants are urged to bring along their own rods and reels but that equipment will be 

available should you wish to use the Club’s gear. 

If interested, please contact Gerard on southernflyfishers@gmail.com  

 

The aim of the New Member Induction is to assist new members in overcoming some of the 

early challenges of fly-fishing, by developing more efficient fly-fishing skills and ‘stream-

craft’ understanding, so they can confidently spend more time on the fun stuff, on the river, 

lake, or beach fly fishing. 

 

What we aim to cover over the three weeks: 

• Understanding, choosing, and setting up your gear (rod, reel, line, leader, tippet, and 

knots) 

• Choice of fly-fishing techniques (dry, wet, dry-dropper, nymphing, euro) and basic 

entomology (the science of insects) 

• Fly Casting techniques (different casts and line types) – using casting pool. 

• Stream-craft and when and where to fish 

• Essential gear: Boots, polaroids, waders, wading sticks (esp. river wading) 

• Etiquette, Safety and Fitness on the water 

• On the water fly fishing skills: line mending, drift management, avoiding entanglement  

• Becoming efficient on the water (understanding what you need to take with you) 

• Provide an understanding of the scope of what fly fishing and SFF can offer: fly tying 

classes, local, interstate and overseas fly fishing, casting nights, casting competition, salt-

water fly fishing, fly rod building… 

 

 

mailto:southernflyfishers@gmail.com
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MAX KEPERT CUP 

 
 

After a two-year absence, the Max Kepert Cup returned during August and some of the 

Club’s finest braved the cold weather at Flowerdale to take part and enjoy the day. 

The trophy for the biggest fish went to Ross Bailey and Paul Dunham won the trophy for the 

most fish. Our thanks to Colin McMillan for making the fine trophies using flies tied by Max 

Kepert. 
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To be successful, Club days such as these require a great deal of work and thanks go to 

Dean, Patsy, Tony and all the others who made it so enjoyable. 

 

 

Thanks also to Patsy and Dave Becconsall for supplying the photos. To see more photos of 

this event, go to the Club’s website at https://www.southernflyfishers.org.au/gallery-2/ 

 

 

 

https://www.southernflyfishers.org.au/gallery-2/
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HUMOUR 

 

 

 

 

ANDREWS GOVERNMENT’S PROPOSED FISHING BAN 

In last month’s newsletter, we published a press release from V R Fish alerting us to 

proposed legislation which would allow the Andrews government to ban fishing at 

nominated metropolitan waters. 

The Club wrote to both Premier Andrews and the relevant Minister to voice its objection to 

the proposals. 

Premier Andrews neither acknowledged nor replied to the Club’s correspondence. 

Minister Kilkenny did reply and her reply, in part, is copied below. 

 



16 

 

 
 

Whilst we are somewhat reassured by the Minister’s response and thank her for the 

courtesy of replying, we wonder about the comment that “the Department of Environment, 

Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) is asking people to have their say”. The Club has received 

no communication from DELWP and, from discussions with the Deputy Mayor of Kingston, it 

is clear that the Kingston Council has not been approached on this matter. 

The proposed ban is therefore of ongoing concern. 
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SOME TIMELY ADVICE 

At the Beginning of August, Bob Young and Mike Stevens at Essential Flyfisher in Launceston 

(www.essentialflyfisher.com.au) sent a note out to their customers in anticipation of the 

new fishing season. It is pertinent to all fly fishers (not just in Tasmania) and they have given 

us permission to re-produce it. 

They also consented to us publishing their further article on fly line selection. Read on: 

 

Bob Young and Mike Stevens. 

It is just a week or so until the new trout season starts in Tasmania. GET READY.  

We have made a short check list for you and included some information about fly lines you 

might find interesting.  

• Check your rods to ensure they are good to go. Look at the guides carefully to 

make sure they are not worn or cracked. 

• Replace your leaders and tippet if in doubt. Most mono deteriorates over time, so 

be sure it is good.  

• Flies 

o Wets - Woolly Buggers 

o Nymphs 

o Dries 

• Fly boxes will probably need a tidy up. Check the fly hooks for rust. 

• Boat boxes - do you have one - or should you? 

• Sinkant: Helps flies and lines sink - Xink, Loon etc. 

• Powder Floatant: Shimazaki Dry Shake powder, or High N Dry are both great. 

• Gel Floatant such as High N Dry, Gink, Loon, Silicon Mucilin etc. 

• Line floatant and Sinkant   

• Leaders: Replace, repair or rebuild all your leaders. Early season: 3X - usually 

around 8lb, Mid - later season 4X, 5X, 6X.  

• Tippet - Mono, Fluorocarbon. Should be replaced with fresh supply. Old tippet 

deteriorates. 

• Tippet rings - save using up the leader constantly - just change the tippet. 

• Strike Indicators. Can be big flies, NZ style, Insta-set or Air-lock.   

• Nippers - or folding scissors.  

• Hat, wide-brimmed. 

• Polarized sunglasses. 

• Flyline. See article below, but check if last season's lines are still okay.  

• Floating WF, DT. 

http://www.essentialflyfisher.com.au/
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• Sinking - Sink: Inter, 3, 5, 7 or Sink tip. 

• Gloves; Cold weather - Thermadry possum are the best by miles. 

• Waders: If they leaked when you put them away, they still will. Repair or replace. 

• Wading boots: How are they traveling? 

• Wading staff: You are a year older, maybe it's time. 

• Rain jacket: Only needed in the rain, so make sure it is okay. 

• Fishing vest, hip-chest pack. 

• Forceps. 

• Net. 

 

 

 

CHOOSING A FLY LINE 

Bob Young and Mike Stevens. 

  

Fly lines tend to be forgotten when it comes to putting together a fly fishing outfit. Many are 

eager to get their hands on the latest and greatest when it comes to fly rods, often driven by 

the glowing descriptions – either by the rod manufacturers, a retailer or a sponsored guide 

or user. Make no mistake though, most rods are very good and it is great to get your hands 

on a new one.  

Line selection is something that, chosen correctly, will make more difference than any other 

part of your kit. This decision will have a profound impact on your fishing. In some cases, we 

do end up with an appropriate line for the job but there are many occasions when anglers 

are fishing with the wrong line. 

Take some time to think about this. It is the mass of the flyline that give you the ability to 

tow the fly. A light line – say a 2 weight, will not tow a 2/0 Clouser with heavy brass eyes. 

However, a 10 weight line will tow it with ease. But if you used a 10 weight line fishing for 

trout you would spook every fish in the lake as the big heavy line lands. 

Maybe you should start by selecting a fly line based on the size and weight of fly or flies, 

target species of fish and how you fish them. And be honest about your casting ability  

Let’s consider the characteristics of a fly line which affect its performance and how these 

characteristics relate to the above line selection criteria. 

Fly Line Tapers: There are two basic common taper types - Double Taper (DT) line which has 

a taper at each end connected by uniformly thick line between these tapers. Some anglers 

like double taper lines because when one end wears out the line can be reversed and 

continue to be used. Weight Forward (WF) lines are made up of a thicker “head” at the front 
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(fly) end and a thin running line at the back (reel) end. The “head” comprises a front taper, 

belly and rear taper. Each of these head components plays a role in how the line behaves 

e.g. long front tapers with small tip diameters dissipate energy and result in gentle fly 

presentations (good for small dry flies) whereas short front tapers and/or large tip 

diameters result in aggressive line turnover which is good for heavy/bulky flies and casting 

into the wind. 

If an angler is using an aggressive front taper but needs a more delicate presentation a 

simple adjustment is to use a longer tapered leader which has the effect of extending the 

front taper. The belly of the line is where the greatest mass is and the larger the belly the 

more energy can be stored. This is good for longer line carries when casting further. Longer 

rear tapers help smooth loop unrolls when casting. In addition, long heads facilitate roll 

casting and mending at distance but require more casting skill for longer line carries 

whereas shorter heads are useful when casts must be made quickly to faster moving fish. A 

useful rule of thumb is that the maximum head length of a line should be about the length 

of line the angler can comfortably carry as any more will be wasted. Generally, head lengths 

vary from about 35ft to 60ft with a huge variety of tapers and designs. These variations are 

all designed to suit different situations.  

Fly Line Weight: Fly lines are classified by weight according to a standard established by the 

American Fly Fishing Trade Association (AFFTA) and refer to the weight of the first 30 feet of 

the line (excluding the tip) e.g. if the first 30 feet of a line weighs 160 grains (regardless of 

whether it is a floating, sinking, sink-tip, DT or WF line) it is classified as a 6 weight line e.g. 

DT6F, WF6S or WF6F/S. This information is useful when choosing a rod to cast this line. A 

good starting point would be to look at a 6 weight rod for this although if the caster has 

sufficient skill almost any fly rod can be made to cast any line. It is worth noting that some 

fly lines are deliberately made heavier than their AFFTA rating to facilitate rod loading at 

shorter fishing lengths and turnover of heavier flies e.g. Scientific Anglers MPX (half size 

heavier) and RIO Grand (full size heavier). Heavier lines are usually needed for successful 

turnover of heavy/bulky flies and are useful when casting in strong winds - they are not 

blown around as easily. Some manufacturers’ sinking lines are also overweighted by two 

lines, so make sure you read the box. And remember, the line is only rated to 30 feet, so if 

you have a line with a long head and 50 feet of line out it is probably equivalent to a line 3 

weights heavier. So, a 6 weight with long head could easily be an 8-9 weight at 50 feet.  

Fly Line Coatings and Density: The fly line coating used will determine whether the line is a 

floating line, a sinking line or a floating line with a sink-tip as these coatings are used to 

change the density of a line. Whether a line floats or sinks is important to make sure that 

the fly is presented at the depth in the water column where the target species will be found. 

For example, a floating line would be used to target fish which are found feeding at or 
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within a few feet of the surface whereas a sinking line will be used to get down to fish below 

these levels. Sinking lines can be obtained with various sink rates to get the fly down a little 

(intermediate lines) or a lot (very fast sinkers). Note that sinking lines come in three types - 

“standard” sinking lines which sink in a U shape where the whole line supposedly sinks 

evenly, then parabolic, where the belly of the line sinks quicker than the tip (and fly), or 

“uniform” sinking lines which sink in a relatively straight line (the fly sinks the furthest). The 

uniform lines can give better take detection. Sinking lines can be easier to cast than floating 

lines as they have smaller diameters (for a given line weight) but are more difficult to get 

out of the water to commence a new cast. Most of the line needs to be retrieved before 

false casting. 

The line coating will also impact on line flexibility with temperature which is important when 

considering whether your target species will be found in the mountains or at the equator at 

sea level. The coating materials also have varying degrees of resistance to abrasion with the 

stiffer coatings (tropical lines) generally being more resistant to wear. If you use a tropical 

line in colder climates “memory” (coiling) will be an issue. Likewise, a cold water line used in 

the tropics will be very limp and won’t shoot through the guides.  

Fly Line Texture: Lines are available today with or without textured coating. The purpose of 

texturing is to reduce the line’s contact area with the rod guides thereby reducing friction 

and improving shootability. They can be noisy though and this annoys some. Bruce Richards, 

fly line designer for over 30 years for Scientific Anglers, says textured lines never need 

cleaning and will always remain more slippery than a smooth line. Some manufacturers 

have different textures in different places throughout the length of the line. 

Fly Line Core: The breaking strength of the line (relevant for the size and aggression of the 

target species) and also the amount of line stretch (relevant for detecting unseen takes and 

also for avoiding break-offs when setting hooks in large, fast-moving fish).  The core strength 

can be anywhere from 15 to 100 pounds. For trout fishing it is typically 20 or 30 pounds. RIO 

have lines called ‘InTouch’ that have very low stretch and Airflo have a popular sinking line 

called ‘Sixth Sense’. 

Fly Line Colour: Lines are available in a wide range of colours and there is a division of 

opinion as to whether bright lines spook fish. There is no doubt that it is easier for the angler 

to see where their cast is going with a brighter line. Line flash is probably more significant 

than colour, although if you go to New Zealand, guides will probably not talk to you if you 

have a bright line. Interestingly, the more you pay the more colours there are in a line. 

Cheap lines are usually one colour, whilst the expensive lines are 2-3 colours with the 

change in colour usually around the end of the head. 

Some trout lines and profiles explained: RIO Gold: The RIO Gold is an all-round, floating 

line. It has been very popular worldwide for many years and is made by Farbank, who also 

own Sage and Redington. The line has a long head and back taper that gives casters good 
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line control and stability at range - whether casting or mending. The profile is designed to 

load a fly rod at close range, and has a head length of 46 feet. 

RIO Grand: The RIO Grand is a full line size heavier than the industry standard and features 

more weight distributed towards the front of the line to easily load faster action fly rods. 

The line has a short head that is easy to cast, making it the perfect choice for fast action 

rods, or for more novice casters that like a little extra load to help them with the cast.  

Scientific Anglers Trout: True to line weight with a very long head of more than 60 feet. This 

is almost identical to SA’s Expert Distance line that gained a lot of favor over the last few 

years. A good caster can hold a lot of this line in the air and it is a good line for roll casts. A 

good dry fly line in three different styles – Mastery, Amplitude Smooth and Amplitude 

texture.    

Scientific Anglers MPX: Short head and overweighted. Depends on which weight, but the 

head is around 35ft with a short front taper and most of the weight in the first few feet. This 

line will turn over heavy flies and nymphs with ease. The MPX comes in three incarnations – 

Mastery at the budget end and the Amplitude, which is super slippery with texture. As it has 

a short head is does not overload the rod when you have 50-60 of line out. 

Scientific Anglers Infinity: A line that is overweighted by half, it loads the rod quickly and is a 

great all-round line – especially good for beginners.        

Whilst there are many different brands of fly lines on the market the top three are Scientific 

Anglers, RIO and Airflo. Cortland was the leading brand for many years, but lost their way 

for a number of reasons. Cortland is doing a lot of work to re-establish themselves and look 

to be doing a great job. 

SA and RIO also make lines for other brands so it is difficult to know exactly who built your 

line.  

How much should you pay for a fly line? This is a very big question and one with a lot of 

considerations. You will find lines from under twenty bucks for an internet bought Asian 

made piece of coloured string to over $200 for the best lines.  

At the top of the price range is the Scientific Anglers Amplitude range. These have texture, 

varying colours along their length and are constructed from the slipperiest and longest 

lasting coating. Are they as slippery as SA says? At a recent show two lines were cast by 10 

different people. They were similar tapers. One was a leading brand and their standard line. 

Price around $140. The second line was the SA Trout taper. No one knew which was which. 

Without exception everyone cast 10-15ft further with the SA Amplitude line. SA claim their 

lines last many times longer than standard lines. If that is true it makes them the best value. 

Currently the SA Amplitude Trout is my favorite line. I fish with the same line that we cast on 

the bitumen car park at the rear of the shop. It gets a very hard time and is still performing 

brilliantly on the water. (Mike) 
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SA have a new line coming to the market in October. It is called a Trout Standard and has a 

total head length of around 50 feet. It is a textured line and looks like a very good all-round 

line. 

Sinking Lines: I will delve into sinking lines in another article. 

 

 

NEW SEASON FISHING GEAR 

The start of a new season often brings with it the need (or desire) for some more 

equipment. In anticipation of this, many fly fishing suppliers will have their latest range in 

stock – and they may have some tantalising specials. 

We hear that Scott McPherson at Indulgence Fly Fishing in Eskdale has greatly reduced 

prices on Wolf fly lines so give him a ring on 0412 690 0412. 

If you happen to hear about any other great deals, let us know for future newsletters.  
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ARMCHAIR FISHING 

Club Member and Australian Champion Gary Rapley recently returned from competing in 

the 7th Masters World Fly Fishing Championship in Trentino in the Italian Dolomites. 

 
 

Here are some images of this beautiful region. For more information, go to 

https://www.visittrentino.info/en/articles/into-the-wild/fishing-in-trentino-spots. What a 

place to fish! It is no wonder the Italians term it La Dolce Vita! 

 

 
 

Members are invited to submit their dream destinations for inclusion in future newsletters. 

https://www.visittrentino.info/en/articles/into-the-wild/fishing-in-trentino-spots
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WHY FLY FISH? 
This article has been reproduced by kind permission from Expedition Outside in Colorado, USA. 

https://www.expeditionoutside.com 

Although it refers specifically to Colorado, the sentiments expressed probably apply to most fly fishers. 

 

GUEST POST BY KYLE WILLIAMS 

A journey of peace, beauty, and adventure for those that enjoy the outdoors is my answer 

to the question, why fly fish? 

 

Even though fly fishing is among the fastest-growing outdoor hobbies in the US, it remains 

shrouded in mystery for most. Of the countless activities available, why choose fly fishing? I 

mean, isn’t it really hard? And what’s the deal with all that fancy casting? 

WHY FLY FISH? 

The truth is, those of us that pick up the fly rod do so because we’re in search of something 

more than simply landing a beautiful trout. Fly fishing is a community of outdoor enthusiasts 

in pursuit of mastering an endless challenge, the escapism of being immersed in beautiful 

places, and of course…the insatiable addiction to the tug of the fly line! 

A journey of peace, beauty, and adventure for those that enjoy the outdoors is my answer 

to the question, why fly fish? 

A BEAUTIFUL CHALLENGE 

A huge benefit of learning to fly fish is the process of constantly learning and developing a 

deeper appreciation for the natural world around you. 

After a lifetime of bass fishing with my grandfather, a college buddy invited a few of us to go 

fly fishing with him in the Great Smoky Mountain National Park in east Tennessee. Even 

though I had never been before, I eagerly hopped on the river armed with nothing but a 

borrowed fly rod and next-to-no fly fishing knowledge.  

I got absolutely skunked.  

With my tail between my legs, I backtracked and found my friend downstream. Determined 

to learn, I sat on the mossy river bank beneath the towering tulip poplars and watched him. 

I observed his stealthy approach, how he worked to keep fly line out of the water, how he 

changed flies when one wasn’t working, and so on. When I had a question, I asked about 

what he was doing and why he was doing it. I took it all in. By the end of the trip, I was back 

on the river hooking up with trout of my own! 

While I have many lifetimes worth of fly-fishing knowledge yet to learn, all fly anglers have 

benefitted from a friend, family member, or even stranger teaching them the techniques 

and knowledge of the sport. Watching a few videos online and getting out on the water with 

a buddy is the quickest way to really accelerate your learning. This often-communal process 

https://www.expeditionoutside.com/


25 

 

of learning and exchanging knowledge never really stops and is a part of the beautiful 

challenge of learning to fly fish. 

A huge benefit of learning to fly fish is the process of constantly learning and developing a 

deeper appreciation for the natural world around you. 

TROUT DON’T LIVE IN UGLY PLACES 

In our unimaginably gorgeous country, trout are the primary target for freshwater fly 

fishermen and women. There is a saying in fly fishing that I’ve absolutely found to be true: 

‘Trout Don’t Live in Ugly Places’. Studying maps, driving to new places, and finally stepping 

into a beautiful new stream is half the fun of fly fishing. Taking in the beauty around you is 

part of the treasure we are seeking. It serves as an opportunity to step into the reality of the 

natural world – not the hustle and bustle of the city life so many of us lead. Whether you’re 

in the Colorado backcountry or exploring a local tailwater in the next county over, being in 

the outdoors and learning to notice the rhythms and beauty of nature that make fly fishing 

possible are a few of the great joys of the sport.  

THE TUG IS MY DRUG 

At the end of the day, we do in fact get out on the water to catch fish and feel that pull on 

our fly line. It is a feeling unlike any other – a pulsing tension that connects man on the one 

end and the wild ways of nature on the other.  

Making sure the fish don’t know you’re there is a key element of success in fly fishing. With 

fast rushing water, ever-changing depths, and easily spooked fish whose natural diet is 

predominantly incredibly small bugs, there is no match for the versatile and delicate 

presentation of the fly rod.  If you want to maximize your chances to catch trout in the 

American West, you need to learn to fly fish. The good news is that it’s easier than you 

think! 

Years ago, my dad and I went fishing on the Salt River in Arizona. We went with some of his 

friends who poked fun at my fly fishing gear (the rest of them opted to bait fish). We only 

fished for a few hours but when we got back to the car and exchanged stories from the 

day’s fishing, well…let’s just say they weren’t making any more jokes. I literally lost count of 

my hookups while the bait fisherman came up empty-handed! I know it doesn’t always work 

out this way, and it certainly wasn’t because I am some kind of fishing legend (a guy can 

dream!). Instead, the fly rod and my even rudimentary knowledge of a few techniques had 

given me the flexibility to stealthily present what the bait fishing techniques could not.  

If you want to land trout in western streams you need to learn fly fishing. The good news is 

that at no point in history has learning to fly fish ever been easier. There is a wealth of 

knowledge online and a huge community of anglers that, in my experience, are more than 

eager to help someone learn.  Along the way, you’ll experience beautiful scenery and gain a 

deeper understanding of the rhythms of nature. 
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A LAKE FISHING JOURNEY 
By Roy Pollard 

Moorabool has been very kind to me this winter, with five visits and a fishy return each 

time. However, I can sense there’s a blank just around the corner and in order to postpone 

that inevitable blank for as long as possible, I’ve been ‘all ears’ when talking to more 

experienced lake fisherman. 

This hodge-podge of an article attempts to share some of the information I’ve gleaned 

during my ongoing and relatively new lake fishing journey.  

Caveat: There are many more experienced fly fishers in the Club than me so don’t take what 

I say as gospel! 

 

 Before I start, here’s some introductory thoughts 

from the Manic Tackle Project website: 

“The best single piece of advice an angler new to 

still water fly fishing can take on is ‘you need to 

understand and focus on what your flies are doing’. 

If you’re fishing a dry fly on a river then it’s obvious 

what the fly is doing because you can see it. When 

you’re pulling flies through the water column of a 

still water then it gets a little more complex. Do 

you know how deep it is? How fast are your line and flies sinking? At what speed will you 

need to retrieve.” 

Don’t be intimidated 

When I first visited a lake, I was immediately intimidated by 

the sheer volume of water and the challenge of knowing 

where to fish. Instead, I’ve learnt to break down the 

waterway into multiple prospecting options.  For example: a 

windward shore where both food and fish are likely; deeper 

drop-offs; weedy areas providing fish cover, incoming creeks, 

the original river bed, promontories channelling currents and 

food, etc. After multiple visits to Moorabool, I now know 

exactly where I want to fish.Use multiple fly lines 

Having a variety of lines gives you more options when blind 

searching. I currently have two lines – my usual floater and 

an intermediate. The intermediate gives me confidence that 

my fly is getting to a better depth in deeper water. However, the better anglers would have 
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additional sinking lines to cover every possible situation.  I’ll stick with two for the time 

being. 

Expand your fly selection 

When I first started fishing lakes (last winter), I spent my time flogging wets to all points of 

the compass. My ‘winter’ fly box contained Black Wooly Buggers, Green Wooly Buggers, 

Magoos, Damsels and a bunch of other interesting looking lake flies I’ve never used. 

As mentioned in an earlier article, I’ve successfully made the jump to buzzers and stick 

caddis so that gives me another option when the wets aren’t working.  

A fly fishing mate recently mentioned his success on Moorabool and other lakes with a Mrs 

Simpson tied in varying weights. I will need to bite the bullet and give this a try along with a 

Tom Jones and those other traditional wet flies in my fly box. In my defence, fishing is a 

confidence game and it’s very challenging using a fly that has never caught you a fish 

previously.  

 

Use a 2-fly rig 

All the good anglers, without exception, use a 2-fly 

rig to increase their chances of a hook up. I am 

guilty of using one streamer on multiple occasions 

in order to reduce my tangle rate, especially in the 

wind and when I’m trying to cast extra distance.  

Casting multiple flies lets you present different 

patterns to the fish at different depths, as you try to determine what they might be 

interesting in eating. More care with casting, thicker leader/tippet material and a short 

dropper helps to reduce tangles. 

Scrap tapered leaders 

Initially, I took my stream-tapered-leader-approach and simply transferred it to the lake 

environment. I’ve since learnt that tapered leaders are not required and that lake trout are 

not put off by thicker leader/tippet material. I now use 3x tippet to my point and dropper 

flies which gives me plenty of confidence when managing these larger fish. 

I’ve also learnt that changing lines can be done quickly and efficiently by leaving the leader 

threaded through the guides. Just wind the fly line onto the reel, cut the leader, change 

spools and re-tie the leader onto the new fly line using a uni knot. 

Search new water 

Unless the fish are on the move (ie you can see them), you need to keep moving and 

searching new water in order to find the fish. In my visits to Moorabool this season I’ve seen 

very few fish moving. That will change when the mayflies appear but until then, I will keep 

walking. 
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Vary your retrieve 

Anyone who’s watched Tom Jarman’s videos knows the importance of the retrieve. I mix up 

my retrieves with figure 8s, slow pulls, fast pulls, jerks, etc. My retrieve is also impacted by 

water depth and fly selection as some flies should be fished more slowly. And then there’s 

the ‘hang’… 

 

Hang your flies 

Fishing the “hang” is a method whereby, towards the end of 

your retrieve, you stop retrieving and give a following fish 

the chance to engulf the fly. With a sinking line the line will 

naturally drag the flies deeper as the line sinks, this creates a 

dramatic change of direction for the flies and will often result 

in a last-minute take that would have been missed 

otherwise. When using a floating line, a weighted fly will also 

start to sink. 

I’ve only just learnt that hanging should be done at some 

distance, say 20 feet plus leader, so that the fish is not put 

off by you (or your boat). Some anglers will mark their lines 

to indicate when they should start their hang. My Cortland intermediate line is marked with 

two factory-built orange sections of about a metre in length to indicate when I’m nearing 

the end of my fly line. I’ve never measured the actual distance from these markers but will 

do so now to ensure my hanging is a tad more professional. I will also mark my floating line. 

Use a longer rod 

Rod length is a personal preference however for most of this winter I’ve fishing with a 9’ 

6wt. I’ve just upgraded to a 10’ 6wt and found the extra foot aids my casting and improves 

my hang as the flies are further from my body. 

Improve your casting 

A better casting stroke will help you to cast further and reduce tailing loops. This is work-in-

progress for me. Everyone should seek guidance from the ‘professionals’ at the casting pool. 

Fish with confidence 

Learn to expect a take on every retrieve. On my last visit to Moorabool I made hundreds of 

casts for just one take. However, because I’ve been catching fish I know I’m in with a chance 

whenever my fly is in the water. It’s not easy to concentrate on every retrieve but that’s 

what the better anglers do.  

Fish the seasons 

Lake fishing is not just a winter pursuit. Previously the season opening would lure (excuse 

the pun) me to the rivers but not this year. I’ll leave the crowds and likely high and dirty 
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water and continue to fish these local lakes as they reach their prime across September and 

October.  

Watch the weather 

I will generally avoid the lakes on bright sunny days as I understand the fish are harder to 

catch. Wind and cloud cover provide protection for tentative fish and encourage them to sit 

higher in the water column.  And whilst the weather is often dodgy in winter, I’ve learnt to 

layer up and carry hot soup! 

Check your tippet 

Because the lakes involve high volume casting, including (in my case) catching debris on 

both forward and back casts, I’ve learnt to check my tippet/leader on a regular basis. If I’m 

only catching one fish a day, I want to make sure I don’t lose it due to a worn line or a wind 

knot. A quick inspection and tug on all knots will soon highlight any issues. 

 

Summary 

So, why do I go lake fishing?  Simply because you 

can catch fabulous fish! If I catch one nice fish for 

the day, I drive home with a smile on my face.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLIES FOR SALE 

As the rivers reopen, we remind Members that the Club has a fine selection of good quality 

flies available for purchase by members. The Club flies are on sale at $2.00 - $2.50 each. 

Please see Tony Hyett for purchases and payment on the night. 

If any Member is busy tying their own flies and just happens to get carried away and ties too 

many for their fly box, please donate the excess to the Club. They will always be welcomed 

by Tony. 
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MEMBERS’ MARKETPLACE 

The newsletter provides Members and other readers with the opportunity to buy and sell 

fishing gear. If you have something to sell (new or used) or you are looking to purchase an 

item, send the details through to editor@southernflyfishers.org.au, together with your 

mobile number and e-mail address. 

 
If you are a seller, a photograph of your item will be a big help. The advertisement will be 
put together and this will enable buyers and sellers to make contact and provides a useful 
marketplace. 
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SFF CLUB MOBILE APP 

The club has a mobile app based on the Team App platform which is proving valuable for 

Member communication. This smartphone app allows easy and immediate access to club 

information on your phone. Amongst the initial features are chat rooms, trip information 

and rsvp’s and a calendar of events/trips. 

The club recognises that not all Members may have smart phones or make use of the app. 

The information provided by the app is therefore in addition to all of the existing 

communication channels so that no-one is disadvantaged.           

To use the SFF App you need to download Team App onto your smartphone. Download Team App 
here (http://teamapp.com/app). 

http://teamapp.com/app
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Launch Team App. 

Then: 

1. Sign-up to Team App. You'll be sent an email to confirm your registration. 

2. Log in. Then search for Southern Fly Fishers and request access to join the members’ 

group that applies to you. 

 

New Club members should contact Chris Mastwyk or Peter Suzic who will ensure they are 

registered as members on the system and can use the app. 

Chris and Peter can also assist with any problems or training that a Member may need 

help with feel free to give them a ring (phone numbers on the enclosed Member list) or 

talk to them at any Club meeting. 
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SUPPORTERS, ADVERTISERS, FRIENDS 

& SPONSORS 

  

 
Members should use the code southern 10 to claim 

a discount on their on-line purchases 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc. 

PO Box 388, Moorabbin 3192 

 
Applicant to Complete 

Nominee’s Name:  

Street Address:  

Suburb & Post Code:  

Mobile Number:  

E mail address (please print):  

Proposer (if applicable):  

Seconder (if applicable):  

Where did you hear about the Club?  

Previous flyfishing experience:  

 
Club Use Only 

Membership Category:  

Date submitted to Committee:  

Approved: Y/N 

Notification to: Secretary 

 Editor 

 Treasurer 

 Applicant 

 
Membership is subject to confirmation by the Committee of Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc. 
and payment of the applicable subscription fees as detailed below. 
Completed forms should be e mailed to secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au  
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BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS 

For the information of Members, the Club’s bank account details are as follows: 
The Southern Flyfishers Aust. Inc. 
Bendigo Bank 
BSB: 633 000 
Acc No. 172 683 468 

Please make sure your records are correct. 
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Useful Information and Contact Details 

We invite you to join and participate in the Club’s activities. Our aim is to support members 
in the enjoyment of the sport of fly fishing, the environment and the social camaraderie. 

Meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at the 

Southern Fly Fishing Clubroom and Casting Pool 

located in Highett Reserve, 

Cnr Chesterville and Turner Roads, Highett. Melways 77 J 9 

(Look for the “Combined Clubrooms” entrance at Nº 33 Turner Road) 

 

Membership Benefits: 

- Beginners’& advanced casting tuition - Competitive casting & fishing events 

- Beginners’ and advanced fly tying classes - Discounts from sponsors’ retail outlets. 

- Stream craft & fly fishing techniques - Specialist guest speakers 

- Monthly fly fishing discussion group - Regular day & weekend fishing trips 

- Annual interstate & overseas fishing trips - Saltwater fly fishing activities 

- Regular newsletter - Public liability insurance for club activities 

Membership enquiries to: membership@southernflyfishers.org.au 

Website:  www.southernflyfishers.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.southernflyfishers.org.au/ 

 

“The Fly Fisher” 

The Southern Fly Fishers 

PO Box 388 

MOORABBIN VIC 3192 

 

mailto:membership@southernflyfishers.org.au
http://www.southernflyfishers.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.southernflyfishers.org.au/

