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The President’s Report 

 

Allan Russell 

 

Dear Fellow Fly Fishers, 

I hope my brief missive finds you well and looking forward to the new season in September 

when our wonderful rivers reopen. Your Club has an excellent calendar of trips planned so 

book them in your diaries because they promise to be great fun. My thanks to Pete Suzic for 

all his efforts as trip master – it is no easy task. 

Well, we are in another lockdown in what seems like a never-ending cycle. I had fishing 

plans for the weekend but they are now shelved and so it’s back to the tying bench for me - 

a situation no doubt emulated by many of my fellow-Members across the Club. 

If you have not yet done so, have a look at the Club’s website. It has been refreshed and is a 

great advertisement for all that we do and strive to achieve. 

Other than that, there is not much to report except to say our membership continues to 

grow quite nicely with some fifteen new members this past year, which is terrific. 

It’s that time of the year when subs are due, so please pay them ASAP because it makes the 

treasurer happy!!! 

Plans are in progress for the re-scheduled AGM to hopefully be held at the Club rooms on 

the fourth Wednesday in August. Covid restrictions permitting, beers and pizza are the go so 

please make sure the date is in your diaries and do try to come along. 

This is probably my last report (although I said that last month!) so I will save my Thankyou’s 

for the AGM. Two years has gone quickly and I have been very blessed to have had a great 

Committee alongside me. 

See you all at the AGM. 

Tightlines, 

Allan. 
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Committee – Officers and Delegates 2020 - 2021 

 

The Officers and Delegates for 2020 – 2021 are: 

 

President Allan Russell president@southernflyfishers.org.au 0437 240 323 

Vice President Garry Mulvay vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au  

Treasurer Bryan Macpherson treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au 0419 313 807 

Secretary Grant Dawson secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au 0447 722 916 

Trip Coordinator  Peter Suzic trips@southernflyfishers.org.au 0423 503 974 

Webmaster Bruce Quig webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au 0402 141 460 

Committee Graeme Renfrey  0448 713 948 

Committee Chris Mastwyk  0439 016 530 

Committee Julia Williams  0419 750 845 

Committee Dean Gordon  0408 549 005 

Committee Gerard Carmody  0434 033 856 

Newsletter Editor Bryan Macpherson editor@southernflyfishers.org.au 0419 313 807 

 

 

AGM Postponement & Committee Positions 

2021 – 2022 

Due to the Covid restrictions, the Annual General Meeting has been re-scheduled for the 

25th of August 2021 and, dependent on any ongoing restrictions, will be held live, via Zoom 

or using Zoom in combination with a live meeting. Please watch your e-mails for updates in 

this regard. 

The meeting will see the election of a new Committee. Nomination forms and the Agenda 

have been previously e-mailed to all Members. 

mailto:president@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:trips@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au
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Committee and Executive (President, Vice President, Secretary & Treasurer) positions are 

open to all Members and participation on the Committee is an opportunity to ensure the 

ongoing growth and success of the Club. 

Current Committee Members are eligible for re-election and may choose to nominate.  

Whilst the Club needs experienced fishers on the Committee, new members and relative 

novices are equally welcome and the most important requisite is enthusiasm and the 

commitment of some time to Club matters. 

If you would like to nominate or discuss your possible nomination, please speak to the Club 

Secretary, Grant Dawson as there are still positions open. 

 

Club Caps for Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
SFF Club caps are available for purchase at $10 each at the regular Wednesday club 
meetings. 

 

Important – CovidSafe Plan 

The re-introduction of Covid restrictions is a timely reminder to us all that the pandemic is 

still alive and we must remain vigilant. 

Members are reminded that a CovidSafe Plan applies to everyone visiting the Club Rooms. A 

summary of the Plan has been e-mailed to all Members and you are urged to read through 

it.  

Members are requested to comply with the plan when the Club Rooms reopen. 

Most importantly, if you have any flu-like symptoms, do not visit the Club Rooms.  

If you develop symptoms after a visit to the Club Rooms, please get tested and if you are 

positive, advise a Committee member immediately. The Club will then work with the DHHS 

to ensure any Club Members who may be similarly infected are contacted and get tested. 
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Similar rules apply to trips – if you have symptoms, do not join Club Members on a trip and 

if you develop symptoms after a trip then get tested and if you test positive, let a committee 

member know. 

The importance of this notification process cannot be stressed enough. 

 

General Meeting Minutes 

 Due to the ongoing Covid restrictions, the July Annual General Meeting of Members was 

postponed. Accordingly, there are no meeting minutes. 

 

Membership update – Ins and outs 

During July, Milan Mickovic resigned after more than 5 years of membership – we wish 

Milan all the best with his retirement. 

The following new Members were confirmed at the August Committee meeting – Mick 

Caddy, Chris Carter and Roy Pollard. We welcome them all and look forward to seeing them 

at the Club rooms and on future trips. 

 
 

Membership Subscription Fees  

“The best money any Southern fly fisher will ever spend is their $95 Membership 

Subscription” – Editor. 

 

 

Annual Membership Fees are now due 
 
Nearly half the Club Members paid their subscriptions in July – a truly great effort – thank 

you all. 

With the ongoing disruptions to Club activities and their negative impact on the Club’s other 

revenue sources, membership subscriptions are very important to your Club. 

The Club does not send out invoices for the renewal of membership subscription fees and 

Members are requested to renew their memberships by paying the amount due (as per the 

table below) directly into the Club’s bank account. 

When making payment, Members should use their names as the reference to facilitate the 

tracking of receipts. 

Also, the Club changed its bankers during the year so Members who may have the Club’s 
account details registered in their online accounts should check that the details are correct 
– as per the bank account details recorded in this newsletter. 
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Annual Membership fees are as follows: 

 
Cat Membership Type Annual Subs Insurance 

per person 
Total p.a. 

M Member $80 $15 $95 

P Member’s spouse/partner $40  
$15 

$55 

C Concession – note 1 $60 $15 $75 

J Junior (under 18 yrs) $40 $15 $55 

S FT Student (under 25 yrs) $50 $15 $65 

CT Country – note 2 $50 $15 $65 

F Family Special – note 3 $120 $15 $120* 

L Life Member $0 $0 $0 

 

Note 1 Govt. Pensions and Seniors Card holders 

Note 2 Permanently residing over 60km from Club 

Note 3 At least 3adults, junior and students, of the same immediate family *(+ insurance each person) 

 

Membership Details and Confidentiality 

The Membership List detailing the names and contact phone numbers of all active Club 

Members has been updated and the list is now accurate and up to date. 

Please check your details and make sure they are correct. 

If your name does not appear on the list or your contact details are not correct, please e-

mail both secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au and editor@southernflyfishers.org.au so that 

your details can be updated. 

If, for privacy reasons, you do not wish your name and/or phone number to be reflected 

on the Membership List please e-mail the Secretary and your details shall be removed. 

 
 

Casting 

Covid restrictions have again put a temporary halt to Bruce Ratcliffe’s valuable Tuesday 

night casting and coaching sessions. 

Members will be advised once they are able to re-commence. 

Competition casting is a great way to improve your casting skills and accuracy. If any 

Member would like to try their hand at competition casting or get a better understanding of 

what is involved, contact Bruce Ratcliffe. 

 



8 

 

 

 
Still with matters casting, a further reminder that Fly Fishers International will be holding a 

testing event in Melbourne between 14 - 17 October this year for those wishing to be 

Internationally certified as casting instructors. If you are interested and would like more 

information, contact Bruce Ratcliff or Bob Martin. 

 
 

Calendar – Upcoming Events 

Covid restrictions are once again disrupting our planned Club trips and the calendar of 

upcoming events may be impacted at short notice. Please keep checking the updates on the 

Club’s Team App platform and treat all events as provisional only. 

The Club is always looking for Members to act as Trip Leaders – if you are willing to do so, 

please let Peter Suzic know. 

 

Date Event/Location Leader 

TBA  Fly Tying nymphs for early season - 3 Wednesdays TBA 

TBA  
Zoom session with Rick Dobson [Owner of Aussie 

Angler, Greensborough] 
Allan Russell 

August 16th Intro to Fly Tying 2 (re-scheduled) @ 7.30 pm  

 22nd Hepburn District Lakes Dean Gordon 

 25th Annual General Meeting (re-scheduled)  

 29th Max Keppert Cup – venue to be confirmed  

 30th 
Fly Tying Course (Main Stream) Monday nights at 

7.30pm and on following 4 Mondays thereafter 
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September 5th Noojee Area TBA 

 8th Members’ night at Hurley’s  

 12th Brunn Shield Casting – Highett @ 9am  

 10th – 12th Barkly River TBA 

 15th – 16th Lake Tullaroop Chris Mastwyk 

 18th – 19th  Australian Casting Championships  

October 17th Devil Bend Resevoir TBA 

 31st – 2nd Mitta – canoeing & camping Pete Suzic 

November TBA Eucumbine if accommodation available Dean Gordon 

 22nd – 28th Graeme Clifford’s property at Rushworth Pete Suzic 

December 3rd – 5th Kiewa River – stay at Tawonga Caravan Park Pete Suzic 

 4th – 11th Julian Lakes Tasmania Rob Casamento 

 TBA Mitta Mitta – Anglers’ Rest Gerard Carmody 

January 2022 23rd – 30th  New Zealand (refer Newsletter article) Hurley’s 

 

Website Refresh 

Utilising a portion of the recently received State Government grant, the Club website has 

been refreshed. Whilst the look and feel and most of the content has been retained, the 

website is now a “billboard” or “landing site” for the Club and its activities, open to the 

public and aimed primarily at attracting new members. Amongst the changes are: 

• The removal of duplicated and outdated content and an update thereof. 

• The removal of all “member only” content and content considered to be member 

confidential. 

• The removal of the log-in function. 

• Re-formatting and re-naming of some of the tabs. 

• Importantly, the Gallery, Calendar, Newsletters (in redacted form) and the Be a Fly 

Fisher information tab have all been retained. 

Chris Mastwyk will be the webmaster and he will update the content as required 
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For more “personal” communication and postings, Members should continue to use the 

Club’s Facebook page and Team App – both of which have restricted access. 

The website Gallery still requires some content and Members are requested to provide Chris 

with any clear, high-resolution photographs they may have and which will enhance the 

website. Please bear in mind they will be posted on a public website. 

 

Association membership 

The Club has membership of and participates in the activities of a number of Associations 

involved in fishing, fly fishing and the health and wellbeing of trout in Victorian waters. 

These memberships ensure the Club participates in decision making and lobbying associated 

with matters considered to be in the best interests of fly fishers. 

The memberships provide for the Club to appoint members or delegates to the various 

managing Committees. If any Club member is interested in representing the Club on these 

Committees and would like to contribute or would like more information, please contact 

Allan Russell. 

 

 

Winter Fly Tying 

With our rivers closed to fishing and most of us confined to our homes by what feels like a 

never-ending series of lockdowns, many Members turn to fly tying to keep boredom at bay 

and fill the gaps that have inevitably appeared in their fly boxes over the busy season past.  

The Club is very fortunate to have a number of exceptionally talented tiers within its 

membership as the examples below from Chris Mastwyk illustrate. 
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Members who tie their own flies are also the most generous of fishing companions and if 

you happen to fish with them and remark “that’s an interesting fly, I don’t have anything like 

that in my box”, the chances are you will immediately become the proud owner of one! 

Just make sure you catch a fish with it. 

 

New Zealand in the New Year 

With the (promised) lifting of the Covid restrictions and continuing international travel 

restrictions, fishing in New Zealand is again increasingly popular with Australian fly fishers. 

Hurley’s currently have 7 places available for their 7 day, all-inclusive “Southland Guided 

Adventures” package which starts on 23 January 2022. 

It would be great to book it as a Club trip. 

The package includes airport pickup/drop off, meals, accommodation, licences and is fully 

guided but excludes airfares and insurance. 

If we can get together at least 6 members, the cost is $3,000 per person – but we have to be 

quick. 

A $500 deposit will be required to secure your booking. 

If you would like more information, please speak to Stuart at Hurleys on 0424 059 770 and 

mention that you are enquiring about the Southern trip. 

The bookings will be on a first come first served basis but other dates are available if the trip 

fills out. 

In any event, give it some thought and if you want to come along, send Stuart a completed 

booking form - noting the Southern Group thereon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

4X4 Driving with the Southern Fly Fishers. 

By Alex (10) & Gabby (9) Suzic 
 

Day 1 

We were out on the road to meet up at a café to have breaky. After we all met down at the 

café we were back on the road to the campsite but we took a few breaks to figure out 

exactly where to go. After we had gotten to the dirt track, we took some air out of the tires 

and we continued on that dirt track. We stopped at places that had really nice views of 

some of the mountains, to check that the men had kept up with the map, and take some 

really nice photos of the mountains. The cars climbed up some really steep hill climbs. We 

stopped to have lunch by a creek and had some sandwiches and cheese and we were back 

on the road till we got to Horse Yard Flats. On are way to the campsite we crossed some 

creeks. Once we had made it to our campsite, we found the spots we wanted and started to 

set up then Dad, Peter Cairns and I went to get some fire wood for the night’s fire from big 

branches that had fallen. Peter Cairns had a chainsaw and cut us some pieces of wood to 

last the night. We all chose spots to set up our tents, Dad and I chose a riverside view. Dad 

and I brought our bow and arrows to shoot at the trees and then took a walk to the bridge 

to take a look at the water. On our way back to the campsite we saw wombat holes. When 

we made it back the camp fire was going so we took our chairs to the fire and for dinner 

Craig made us some lamb. My Dad and I went to bed early. 

 

Day 2 

It was now morning and we had made some bacon and egg rolls. It took us a bit to get away 

from the warm fire and start packing up but in the end, we did. We got the vehicles in order 

and drove out to the main dirt road and got up to the top of the mountains. We came down 
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from the top of the mountain to a river crossing and stopped at the river to collect some 

water in jugs. We continued down that road until we came to the next river crossing. We 

stopped there as well to see if we would stay down in the valley or camp up in the high 

country. I wanted to camp in the high country because I had never done so and we agreed 

to do that. We got back in the cars and kept climbing up the mountain. We got up to the top 

of the mountain and stopped at a place with a table to eat some food. There was a bit of 

snow so my dad and I made snowballs and threw them at each other. There was a really 

nice view of the mountains so we took photos of the view and there was like a little 

platform thing with no railing and if you slipped you would go down hundreds of thousands 

of meters till you hit the ground! We all got in a photo and left. We stopped near someone’s 

campground and made some lunch to eat and ate it there, then got back on the road till we 

stopped to take a photo of the mountains. We kept going till we came to an old hut then 

kept driving for a bit till we got to a clear view of Mt Bulla and took some photos of the 

mountain which had a bit of snow on it. Finally, we had made it to our campground with 

snow everywhere. We set up in places we liked and lit up the fire and had dinner then we 

went to bed. 

 
Day 3   
It was morning and we ate breakfast and packed and left the campsite on our way home. 

We made it to the winding roads all the way to the valley where we said goodbye to Atilio 

because he was going to stay another night. We got out of the winding roads onto the 

normal roads, pumped up our tires and then said goodbye and went our separate ways. It 

was dad, Craig and I in the one car we stopped for lunch then continued till we got to Craig’s 

house then took our car home.                                                                                                               
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BEATING COVID: MILLBROOK LAKES TRIP REPORT 

The Covid restrictions played havoc with the Club’s planned Millbrook Lakes weekend trip at 
the end of July and with a full house of Members booked in and eager to go, trip leader Tony 
Hyett was feeling the pressure.  
But Tony is a good man in a crisis and after some negotiation with the Millbrook 
management, it was decided to split the party into two groups and provide each group with 
a single day of guided fishing – and a great outcome it was for all concerned. 
 

 
 

 
The weather was not very kind with strong winds and squally rain on Saturday, but it 
improved markedly for those that fished on Sunday and Sunday afternoon was excellent, 
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weather wise. Fortunately, the fish came to the party (as the photos testify) and good 
catches of up to 8.5lbs were recorded on both days – with most fish caught on stick caddis 
and some of the Members (read Allan Russell) having really good bags. 
Thanks are due to Tony and, importantly, to Troy, Phil and Scotty who guided on both days, 
spotted the big ones, advised on fly selection and generally ensured a successful weekend 
for all concerned. 
 

Monthly Lucky Draw - ReDUX 

The eagerly anticipated re-appearance of Ken’s Balls and the Club’s Random Number lucky 

draw seems doomed by the ongoing Covid restrictions. 

Everything is ready to go and as soon as the Club is fully functional, the draw will once again 

be held at the Monthly General Meetings on the fourth Wednesday of each month. 

Using Ken’s Amazing Contraption, every Member has been allocated a randomly generated 

number and that same contraption will be used to draw the lucky number. The rules are 

simple - if a Member’s number is drawn, they must be at the meeting to claim their cash 

prize – failing which, they forfeit their prize and it gets added to and carried forward for the 

following month’s draw. 

So, be there on the fourth Wednesday of each month – you may just get lucky. 

 

Humour 

 
As always, with thanks to Bruce Ratcliffe. 
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Armchair Fishing 

With the continuing Covid related travel restrictions, we can once again dream about a time 

in the future when we shall be free to travel and plan for fishing trips in far-away places. We 

can fire up the laptop and start a bucket list of places to visit and fish. 

If you have a love for vodka and adventure, then tie up some mice patterns and try 

Kamchatka in Russia – an amazing destination. Click on the link below to see for yourself. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.yellowdogflyfishing.com/blog/kamchatka-fly-fishing-rivers/ 

For publication in future editions, members are urged to send the web addresses of their 

dream places to the editor at editor@southernflyfishers.org.au. 

mailto:editor@southernflyfishers.org.au
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MeMbers’ Marketplace 

The newsletter provides Members and other readers with the opportunity to buy and sell 

fishing gear. If you have something to sell (new or used) or you are looking to purchase an 

item, send the details through to editor@southernflyfishers.org.au, together with your 

mobile number and e-mail address. 

 
 

If you are a seller, a photograph of your item will be a big help. The advertisement will be 
put together and this will enable buyers and sellers to make contact and provides a useful 

marketplace. 

 

 
Wanted to buy 

Pete Suzic is on the lookout to buy an Okuma Integrity 7/8 reel  
He can be contacted at psuzic@hotmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Flies for Sale 

The Club has a great selection of good quality flies available for purchase by members. The 

Club managed to secure the flies at a preferential rate and they are on sale at $1.50 each. 

Please see a Committee Member for purchases and payment on the night. 

   

mailto:psuzic@hotmail.com
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SFF Club Mobile App 

 

The club has a mobile app based on the Team App platform which is proving valuable for 

Member communication. This smartphone app allows easy and immediate access to club 

information on your phone. Amongst the initial features are chat rooms, trip information 

and rsvp’s, newsletters and a calendar of events/trips. 

The club recognises that not all Members may have smart phones or make use of the app. 

The information provided by the app is therefore in addition to all of the existing 

communication channels so that no-one is disadvantaged.           

To use the SFF App you need to download Team App onto your smartphone. Download Team App 
here (http://teamapp.com/app). 

Launch Team App. 

Then: 

1. Sign-up to Team App. You'll be sent an email to confirm your registration. 

2. Log in. Then search for Southern Fly Fishers and request access to join the members 

group that apply to you. 

 

New Club members should contact Bruce Quig who will ensure they are registered 

as members on the system and can use the app. 

 

 

 

http://teamapp.com/app
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Supporters, Advertisers & Sponsors 

 

 

  

 
Members should use the code southern 10 to claim 

a discount on their on-line purchases 
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Accommodation Offer 

Myrica Cottage, self-contained with beautiful décor and all amenities, is located in Bellbrae, 

Victoria 5.5 km from Anglesea. Solar powered, environmentally friendly and accommodating 

up to five people, it has two bedrooms, a superb lounge and dining area, self-equipped 

kitchen and bathroom. 

With abundant Australian wildlife, a private fly fishery (catch-and-release only) and walks on 

over 200 acres of natural bushland it is perfect for fly fishermen, birdwatchers, bushwalkers, 

bike riders, photographers, nature lovers, horse riders (own horses) and international 

guests. For hire to those who are willing to share with the native flora and fauna by leaving 

the pristine premises as found, with kangaroos on site and a spectacular wedge-tailed 

eagle’s nest. Tariff $390 per weekend (Please confirm). For information call Allan Roberts on 

0412 560 452. 
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Membership Nomination Form  

Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc. 
PO Box 388 Moorabbin 3192 

 
Nomination date ……/…../………… 

 

Nominee’s Name......................................................................Signature........................................................... 

 

Address…............................................................................................................................ Post Code.................. 

 

Phone contact(s) Home..........................................................Mob.................................................................... 

I consent to my name and phone number being included in The Fly Fisher each month YES   /   No 

 

Email (Please print)................................................................................................................................................ 

 

Occupation ..................................................................................................................................... ................ 

 

Proposer .......................................................................Signature............................................................ 

 

Seconder ........................................................................Signature............................................................ 

 

Where did you hear about Southern Fly Fishers Club?  ………………… 

 

** Membership category and applicable fee for 2020 -2021 

  Existing Members New members Joining (pro rata) 

Ca

t Membership Types 
Annual 

Subs+ 

Ins. 

per 

person 

Total 

PA 

Jul to 

Sep 

Oct to 

Dec 

Jan to 

Mar 

Apr to 

Jun 

M Member $80 $15 $95 $95 $75 $55 $35 

P Members spouse / partner      $40 $15 $55 $55 $45 $35 $25 

C Concession       (Note 1) $60 $15 $75 $75 $60 $45 $30 

J Junior (under 18 years) $40 $15 $55 $55 $45 $35 $25 

S FT student (under 25) $50 $15 $65 $65 $53 $40 $28 

CT Country             (Note 2) $50 $15 $65 $65 $53 $40 $28 

F Family Special   (Note 3) $120 $15 $120* $120* $100* $70* $40* 

L Life member $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

 

Note 1 Govt. Pensions and Seniors Card holders 

Note 2 Permanently residing over 60km from Club 

Note 3 At least 3 members, adults, juniors and students, of the same immediate family *(+ insurance each person) 

If possible, please deposit direct to the SFF account with Bendigo Bank: BSB 633 - 000 / Account No 172 683 468  

Please include your name as reference. 

Alternatively Cheques should be made payable to Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc.  

 

Club use only 

Membership category code**   

Date submitted to Committee          ……/……/………... 

Approved by committee        Yes / No 

Applicable fee paid  Yes / No 

 

Notify:  Secretary          Editor of F/Fisher          Treasurer                       Register number 

…………………….. 

 

*** Membership is subject to confirmation by the Committee of Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc.*** 
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Useful Information and Contact Details 

We invite you to join and participate in the Club’s activities. Our aim is to support members 
in the enjoyment of the sport of fly fishing, the environment and the social camaraderie. 

 

Meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at the 

Southern Fly Fishing Clubroom and Casting Pool 

located in Highett Reserve, 

Cnr Chesterville and Turner Roads, Highett. Melways 77 J 9 

(Look for the “Combined Clubrooms” entrance at Nº 33 Turner Road) 

 

 

Membership Benefits: 

- Beginners’& advanced casting tuition - Competitive casting & fishing events 

- Beginners’ and advanced fly tying classes - Discounts from sponsors’ retail outlets. 

- Stream craft & fly fishing techniques - Specialist guest speakers 

- Monthly fly fishing discussion group - Regular day & weekend fishing trips 

- Annual interstate & overseas fishing trips - Saltwater fly fishing activities 

- Regular newsletter - Public liability insurance for club activities 

 

Membership enquiries to: membership@southernflyfishers.org.au 

Website:  www.southernflyfishers.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.southernflyfishers.org.au/ 

 

 

“The Fly Fisher” 

The Southern Fly Fishers 

PO Box 388 

MOORABBIN VIC 3192 

mailto:membership@southernflyfishers.org.au
http://www.southernflyfishers.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.southernflyfishers.org.au/

