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The President’s Report 

 

Allan Russell 
 

Dear Fellow Fly Fishers, 

Well folks, as they say, all good things must come to an end and so as my term as President 

closes it is perhaps time to reflect and look forward to my next phase with Southern Fly 

Fishers. I have enjoyed my stint in executive office hugely and it has been an excellent 

period of self development for me and I want to thank all of you who have given me such 

tremendous support over the last two years. I shall say more on that at the Annual General 

Meeting later this month. 

My thanks also go to Grant Dawson who is stepping down as secretary after a powerful two 

years in the position and to the retiring Grahame Renfrey, Julia Williams and Bruce Quig for 

their equally tireless efforts on the committee with me. 

I leave the club in good order. We have had a surge of new members with more to come, 

our financial position is sound and we have a number of committee members continuing to 

serve so the future looks positive. 

Remember there is plenty of room on the committee this time around, it is not onerous by 

any means and I would ask you all to please consider stepping up and serving our great club. 

On club matters, congratulations further to Gazza Rapley for coming third in the Victorian 

championships - well done mate and we look forward hugely to your speaker’s stint next 

Wednesday. It should be a cracking session to get into the mind of a champion fly fisher! 

I’m off to Moorabool Reservoir this weekend and look forward to a day on a challenging 

water out west in the company of my fellow club members. 

Finally, I would like to remind you that annual subscriptions are now due so please make the 

necessary payment. 

I shall see you at the Annual General Meeting when I shall be presenting the John Worrall 

and President’s awards for 2021 to two very worthy recipients and look forward to seeing 

you all there. 

Thanks for everything folks - the last two years have been rippers. 

Tightlines. 

Allan. 
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Committee – Officers and Delegates 2020 - 2021 

 

The Officers and Delegates for 2020 – 2021 are: 

 

President Allan Russell president@southernflyfishers.org.au 0437 240 323 

Vice President Garry Mulvay vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au  

Treasurer Bryan Macpherson treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au 0419 313 807 

Secretary Grant Dawson secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au 0447 722 916 

Trip Coordinator  Peter Suzic trips@southernflyfishers.org.au 0423 503 974 

Webmaster Bruce Quig webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au 0402 141 460 

Committee Graeme Renfrey  0448 713 948 

Committee Chris Mastwyk  0439 016 530 

Committee Julia Williams  0419 750 845 

Committee Dean Gordon  0408 549 005 

Committee Gerard Carmody  0434 033 856 

Newsletter Editor Bryan Macpherson editor@southernflyfishers.org.au 0419 313 807 

 

 

Committee Positions 2021 – 2022 

The upcoming Annual General Meeting scheduled for the 28th of July 2021 will see the 

election of a new Committee and it is important that the nomination process does not 

bypass the Club Membership. 

Nomination forms and the Agenda have been e-mailed to all Members. 

Committee and Executive (President, Vice President, Secretary & Treasurer) positions are 

open to all Members and participation on the Committee is an opportunity to ensure the 

ongoing growth and success of the Club. 

Current Committee Members are eligible for re-election and may choose to nominate.  

History shows that we generally get a single nomination per position and that some  

mailto:president@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:trips@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au
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positions remain vacant so the Club has never had to vote on nominations. With the four 

executive positions and up to a further eleven Committee positions, there is the opportunity 

for a number of Members to fill vacancies.  

Whilst the Club needs experienced fishers on the Committee, new members and relative 

novices are equally welcome and the most important requisite is enthusiasm and the 

commitment of some time to Club matters. 

If you would like to nominate or discuss your possible nomination, please speak to the Club 

Secretary, Grant Dawson. 

 

Club Caps for Sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
SFF Club caps are available for purchase at $10 each at the regular Wednesday club 
meetings. 

 

Important – CovidSafe Plan 

The re-introduction of Covid restrictions is a timely reminder to us all that the pandemic is 

still alive and we must remain vigilant. 

Members are reminded that a CovidSafe Plan applies to everyone visiting the Club Rooms. A 

summary of the Plan has been e-mailed to all Members and you are urged to read through 

it.  

Members are requested to comply with the plan when the Club Rooms reopen. 

Most importantly, if you have any flu-like symptoms, do not visit the Club Rooms.  

If you develop symptoms after a visit to the Club Rooms, please get tested and if you are 

positive, advise a Committee member immediately. The Club will then work with the DHHS 

to ensure any Club Members who may be similarly infected are contacted and get tested. 
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Similar rules apply to trips – if you have symptoms, do not join Club Members on a trip and 

if you develop symptoms after a trip then get tested and if you test positive, let a committee 

member know. 

The importance of this notification process cannot be stressed enough. 

 

General Meeting Minutes 

 Due to the ongoing Covid restrictions, the June General Meeting of Members was 

cancelled. Accordingly, there are no meeting minutes. 

 

Bank Account Details 

For the information of members, the Club’s bank account details are as follows: 
The Southern Flyfishers Aust. Inc. 
Bendigo Bank 
BSB: 633 000 
Acc No. 172 683 468 

Please make sure your records are correct. 

 
Membership update – Ins and outs 

The Club notes with regret the recent passing of Norm Griffiths, a Club Member of some ten 

years standing. We extend our condolences to Norm’s family. 

No new applicants were approved for Membership during June. 

 
 

Membership Subscription Fees  

“The best money any Southern fly fisher will ever spend is their $95 Membership 

Subscription” – Editor. 

 

 

Annual Membership Fees are now due 
 
The Club does not send out invoices for the renewal of membership subscription fees and 

Members are requested to renew their memberships by paying the amount due (as per the 

table below) directly into the Club’s bank account. 

When making payment, Members should use their names as the reference to facilitate the 
tracking of receipts. 



7 

 

Also, the Club changed its bankers during the year so Members who may have the Club’s 
account details registered in their online accounts should check that the details are correct 
– as per the bank account details recorded above. 
 
Annual Membership fees are as follows: 

 
Cat Membership Type Annual Subs Insurance 

per person 
Total p.a. 

M Member $80 $15 $95 

P Member’s spouse/partner $40  
$15 

$55 

C Concession – note 1 $60 $15 $75 

J Junior (under 18 yrs) $40 $15 $55 

S FT Student (under 25 yrs) $50 $15 $65 

CT Country – note 2 $50 $15 $65 

F Family Special – note 3 $120 $15 $120* 

L Life Member $0 $0 $0 

 

Note 1 Govt. Pensions and Seniors Card holders 

Note 2 Permanently residing over 60km from Club 

Note 3 At least 3adults, junior and students, of the same immediate family *(+ insurance each person) 

 

 

Membership Details and Confidentiality 

The Membership List detailing the names and contact phone numbers of all active Club 

Members has recently been updated and a lot of work has gone into reviewing the list to 

ensure it is accurate and up to date. 

Please check your details and make sure they are correct. 

If your name does not appear on the list or your contact details are not correct, please e-

mail both secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au and editor@southernflyfishers.org.au so that 

your details can be updated. 

If, for privacy reasons, you do not wish your name and/or phone number to be reflected 

on the Membership List please e-mail the Secretary and your details shall be removed. 
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Casting 

Covid restrictions have again put a temporary halt to Bruce Ratcliffe’s valuable Tuesday 

night casting and coaching sessions. 

Members will be advised once they are able to re-commence. 

 

 

 
Competition casting is a great way to improve your casting skills and accuracy. If any 

Member would like to try their hand at competition casting or get a better understanding of 

what is involved, contact Bruce Ratcliffe. 

Still with matters casting, a further reminder that Fly Fishers International will be holding a 

testing event in Melbourne between 14 - 17 October this year for those wishing to be 

Internationally certified as casting instructors. If you are interested and would like more 

information, contact Bruce Ratcliff or Bob Martin. 

 
 

Calendar – Upcoming Events 

The calendar of upcoming events may be impacted by Covid restrictions and will be updated 

regularly so please keep checking the updates on the Club’s Team App platform.  

The Club is always looking for Members to act as Trip Leaders – if you are willing to do so, 

please let Peter Suzic know. 

 

Date Event/Location Leader 

TBA  Fly Tying nymphs for early season - 3 Wednesdays TBA 

TBA  
Zoom session with Rick Dobson [Owner of Aussie 

Angler, Greensborough] 
Allan Russell 
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July 12th Introduction to fly tying course (1) Dean Gordon 

 14th 
Club Speaker – Gary Rapley (Australian 

Champion) 
 

 19th Introduction to fly tying course (2) Dean Gordon 

 26th 
Freshwater fly tying course (and the next 6 

Mondays) 
 

 28th Annual General Meeting – Club Rooms  

 30th – 1st Millbrook Tony Hyett 

August 11th Members’ night & auction  

 29th Max Keppert Cup – Noojee trout Farm  

September 5th Noojee Area TBA 

 8th Members’ night at Hurley’s  

 10th – 12th Barkly River TBA 

October 31st – 2nd Mitta – canoeing & camping Pete Suzic 

November TBA Julian Lakes Tasmania Rob Casamento 

 22nd – 28th Graeme Clifford’s property at Rushworth Pete Suzic 

December 3rd – 5th Kiewa River – stay at Tawonga Caravan Park Pete Suzic 

 TBA Mitta Mitta – Anglers’ Rest Gerard Carmody 

 

 

Association membership 

The Club has membership of and participates in the activities of a number of Associations 

involved in fishing, fly fishing and the health and wellbeing of trout in Victorian waters. 

These memberships ensure the Club participates in decision making and lobbying associated 

with matters considered to be in the best interests of fly fishers. 

The memberships provide for the Club to appoint members or delegates to the various 

managing Committees. If any Club member is interested in representing the Club on these 

Committees and would like to contribute or would like more information, please contact 

Allan Russell. 
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STATE GRANT RECEIPT 

The Club applied for and recently received a Sporting Club Grant from the Victorian State 

Government. The Grant amounts to $4,940 and will be used for the purchase of equipment 

to support the Club’s introductory fly fishing courses. In addition, the Grant includes funding 

for the upgrade of the Club’s website and that work will commence shortly. 

The Club would like to record its appreciation to the Department of Jobs, Precincts and 

Regions for this generous Grant. 

 

 

FLY TYING COURSES 

The Club will be holding two Winter fly tying courses at the Club rooms, commencing in July 

and as per the details below. 

Introduction to Fly Tying: A basic introduction to fly tying tools, techniques and materials to 

enable participants to tie their own flies and run over two consecutive weeks. 

No experience required. All tools & materials supplied. 

Week 1     Monday 12th July  7.30 pm 

Week 2     Monday 19th July  7.30 pm 

Fresh water Fly Tying: A more advanced course commencing on Monday 26th July 7.30 then 

continuing every Monday night for the following six weeks. 2 patterns of flies proven to be 

successful in local waters will be tied per night and instruction provided on how to fish 

them. 

A variety of tying techniques and materials will be demonstrated in an easy to follow, step 

by step format. 

To allow the presenters to source adequate materials, Members will be required to register 

their interest about two weeks prior to the start of the courses. The registration process to 

be advised in due course.  

Depending on the interest generated by the above courses, the Club may run a Salt Water 

fly tying course in October and feedback and interest will be sought from Members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11 

 

 

TRIP REPORT – DEVIL BEND RESERVOIR 

26 JUNE 2021 

Dean Gordon 
 
Contrary to the weather forecast, we had a bright sunny morning to start the day with 14 

members attending the 9.00am briefing given by Graeme Clifford. Members dispersed to 

various parts of the Reservoir with clear information on the access points and a few tips to 

help out. 

 

 
 

The day gradually became overcast with a cold wind picking up in the afternoon. 

The water was crystal clear, the channels and drop offs were clearly visible and very fishable 

in the right places.  Most of the shoreline on the south and east sides are fringed with weed 

beds that start in about half a metre of water with some of the shallower bays covered 

completely. 

At the right time of year, very early morning and evening this area would have great 
potential. I did not see any large fish moving but massive numbers of small smelt were 
moving in the freshly covered grass right on the shoreline. The shoreline closer to the car 
park near the dam wall had deeper drop offs also with good potential. 
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The rules allow small non petrol craft and Geoff Churcher & Ross Bailey had some success 

on Geoff’s dinghy with Ross landing an estuary Perch on  # 14 brown damsel. From his 

description, quite a unique fly, the tie to be divulged at the next meeting and perhaps even 

tied at the club’s fly tying course! 

 

 
 
This venue has great potential at the right time of year but members need to do some home 

work with regard to accessing the right spots quickly. Graeme was certainly a great help 

directing us to some areas that will produce exciting fishing in the warmer months and with 

travel times less than an hour from the club it must be considered local waters. 

From all of us, thanks very much Graeme. 
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COVID Rod Building and Repair: Custom  

Fly Rod Grips 

Gerard Carmody 
 

Only out of the extreme boredom of endless Covid-Melbourne lockdowns would building a 

fly rod seemingly make sense.  I mean, wouldn’t it just be cheaper and easier to buy a ready-

made?   

In setting up for the next trout season, I carried out some rod repairs; fix a broken reel seat 

– done; replace a cracked stripping guide and tip top or two – done.  Now brimming with 

confidence, I decided that making a fly rod would be an interesting challenge.  As a kid 

growing up, I had some experience making cheap surf rods out of $2 bamboo poles, and 

later several trout and bream rods which bear a surprisingly close profile to modern 

nymphing rods. 

My first Covid fly rod build was a 7wt, 10’.  It was ordinary - plagued by a tragic epoxy 

coating accident and my efforts to redo things made matters worse, ultimately ending 

abruptly when I snapped the tip section!  Fortunately, this was a relatively cheap blanks, and 

I learnt plenty from this early setback.   

I needed to show something for my efforts (for my fragile ego’s sake) and having plenty 

more time on my hands (lockdown #2), I obsessed about it and read everything I could lay 

my hands on about rod building.   

I decided that not only should I make a fly rod, but I also needed to make my own custom 

grips. I justified this for several reasons; the quality of the cork used in the preformed grips I 

bought on eBay was poor and my rod build deserved better. The grips superficially looked 

okay, but I soon discovered they were coated in paint to cover the liberal use of cork putty.  

More significantly, they felt too small for my hands.   

The saying ‘perfection is the enemy of good’ holds true in rod building. My aim is not to 

build the perfect rod, but a functional one capable of catching trout. 

This is the first of a few articles for the Southern Fly Fisher (if the editor allows me the 

indulgence) covering the basic aspects of custom fly rod building such as making and fitting 

custom grips to new blanks and old rods; analysing rod blank action; power and feel and fly 

rod blank choice; and lastly, componentry and rod construction. 

 

Custom Fly Rod Grips 

It is well established that a good fly rod grip is important for comfortable and consistent fly 

casting. Prolonged casting with the wrong grip can cause problems such as aches, cramping, 

tendonitis, and in severe cases, carpel tunnel syndrome. Unfortunately rod manufacturers 

and marketers do too little to address this and generally offer limited options.   
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Tom Kirkman, the editor of USA Rodmaker magazine, believes fly rod grips on commercial 

fly rods are made too small. As evidence, the maximum outer diameter (OD) hasn’t changed 

in decades (1 inch or 25.4mm) even though average human height, weight, feet and hand 

size have increased year on year. 

Manufacturers may offer rods with a variety of grip shapes, but they stick with a ‘one-size’ 

fits all approach to size / OD.  This is done to minimise costly rod inventory and cost, which 

is very significant when you consider approximately 40% more cork is required to make a 

grip of 30mm OD compared to 25.4mm.  

I’ve talked to club members and other fishermen whose hands span above the old 1 inch 

norm and their preference if given the choice is always for a larger grip after comparing it to 

a conventional size. My hands aren’t especially large, but my preference is for a 20% larger 

OD than 25.4mm diameter.  It’s important to note that 1 inch is optimum for the average 

women’s hand (and, for interest sake, Donald Trump’s hands – but I am not sure he is a fly 

fisher!), but certainly not the average adult men’s hand.  

 

Check out ‘WHY THE SHAPE OF FLY ROD HANDLES IS IMPORTANT’ by Alan Bulmer. 

https://activeanglingnz.com/2015/08/14/cork-rod-handle-design-shape-and-circumference-

is-important/ 

 

What size are your hands?  What diameter grip is best for you? Check out below. 

https://weymouthrodworks.com/bamboo-flyrod/fly-rod-grips/ 

 

Outer diameter is one important aspect of fly rod grip and so too is the grip shape that 

optimally fits the shape of your hand. 

Determining your optimum grip shape and size is the important first step. 

From this information, you can work out if your rod grip is fine as it is, needs to be replaced 

or can be modified by wrapping with ‘tennis racquet tape’ or sanded down in size.    

There are many different established rod grip shapes.  Modern graphite rods typically offer 

variations on the full wells type, common on 6wt’s and larger, reverse half wells or western 

grips for 3-5 wt.’s.   

There are many other classic grip types for bamboo rods such as cigar, ritz, and garrison that 

cater for other casting styles such as forefinger on top (for light, accurate presentation) and 

lesser seen ergonomic styles such as the Phillipson ‘hammer’, the maniform, and Loop’s 

hexagonal grip. 

After much experimentation, I determined my preference is for a reverse half wells grip 

shape of approx. 30mm OD. 

 
 

https://activeanglingnz.com/2015/08/14/cork-rod-handle-design-shape-and-circumference-is-important/
https://activeanglingnz.com/2015/08/14/cork-rod-handle-design-shape-and-circumference-is-important/
https://weymouthrodworks.com/bamboo-flyrod/fly-rod-grips/
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Fly Rod Grip shapes 

 
 

 
 
 
Phillipson Hammer                                                         Maniform Grip 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Loop Evotec Hexagonal Grip 

 
Determining the optimum grip shape to fit your casting style can be carried out quite easily. 

1. Take a 30cm length of 20mm diameter wood dowel, and cover / coat with a single 

thick uniform layer of ‘Playdoh’ 

2. Grip the playdoh coated dowel in your casting hand using your preferred casting grip 

style   

3. The thumb on top style cast is the preference of 90% of fly fishermen 

4. Smooth out the playdoh edges and put aside for a few days to harden up 
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5. Use a set of callipers to take measurements and mark on graph paper.   

Excellent instructions can be found on the following link: Determining the Shape and Size of 

a Cork Handle, Fly Angler's OnLine, Rod Building (flyanglersonline.com) 

I will cover the making of custom grips in the next article (as there is a lot of detail to go 

through) and instead I will now show how I replaced an uncomfortable grip on a G. Loomis 

NRX LP. 

This rod won the Yellowstone Shootout for best 5wt rod for four years running and its 

distinctive style grip was marketed as a major innovation by its legendary designer Steve 

Rajeff. I bought it discounted during a closeout sale without ever casting it beforehand (not 

one of my best decisions).  I loved the rod action but hated the grip.  After using it in a day’s 

fishing my old tendonitis injury would flare up due to gripping it so hard. I preferred to use 

another cheaper rod.  

After gaining a better understanding of grip design, I finally understood that the grip was 

unsuitable for me and had to go.  The swell is too small, forward of the mid-way point, 

forcing my hand to the front and onto the blank during the cast and having to clench my grip 

during casting did not help me with casting accuracy.    

Steps in replacing a custom grip: 

1. Determine your grip profile (as per above).   

2. With caution, use a Stanley knife to carefully remove the cork grip.   

3. Lightly sand away residual cork and glue and clean up with methylated spirits, 

taking care not to damage the blank.  

4. Measure the required reel seat insert diameter (now uncovered from cork) and fit 

the appropriate grip using high strength araldite epoxy.   

5. Finish the front end with a winding check, thread and epoxy coating.  

 Job done! 

The NRX LP rod (bottom) with my preferred reverse half wells 30mm OD grip (above).  Note 

size and shape profile difference. 

 

 

http://www.flyanglersonline.com/features/rodbuilding/customgrip.php
http://www.flyanglersonline.com/features/rodbuilding/customgrip.php
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Start chopping the grip off! Clean up the blank, measure the reel seat 

insert to determine grip insert ID 

  
 
 
Slide on the Grip 
 

A good fit! 
 

  
 
 
 
 

STRANGE APPETITES 

Have you ever wondered why trout can be totally disinterested in that carefully presented 

fly that you took so long to tie? Well, this recent article on 9News.com may just explain 

why! 

 

Brown trout can become addicted to the illegal drug methamphetamine when it 

accumulates in waterways, according to new research. 

Researchers led by Pavel Horky, a behavioural ecologist from the Czech University 

of Life Sciences in Prague, set out to investigate whether illicit drugs alter fish 
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behaviour at levels found in bodies of water, according to the study published 

yesterday. 

The team put 40 brown trout in a tank of water, containing a level of 

methamphetamine that has been found in freshwater rivers, for a period of eight 

weeks, before transferring them to a clean tank. 

 

 
 

Then every other day the researchers checked whether the trout were suffering 

from methamphetamine withdrawal by giving them a choice between water 

containing the drug or water without. 

A further 40 trout were used as a control group. 

Trout that had spent eight weeks in water containing methamphetamine selected 

water containing the drug in the four days after moving to freshwater. 

This indicates they were suffering withdrawal because they sought out the drug 

when it became available, according to the researchers. 

The team found that addicted fish were less active than those that had never been 

exposed to methamphetamine, and found traces of the drug in their brains up to 10 

days after exposure. 

The team concluded that even low levels of illicit drugs in bodies of water can affect 

the animals that live in them. 

Drugs excreted from users pass through sewage systems and then discharge from 

wastewater treatment plants, which are not designed to treat this kind of 

contamination, into waterways, according to the study. 

"Fish are sensitive to adverse effects of many neurologically active drugs from 

alcohol to cocaine and can develop drug addiction related to the dopamine reward 

pathway in a similar manner as humans," Dr Horky told CNN via email. 

https://journals.biologists.com/jeb/article/224/13/jeb242971/270754/Freshwater-methamphetamine-pollution-turns-brown
https://journals.biologists.com/jeb/article/224/13/jeb242971/270754/Freshwater-methamphetamine-pollution-turns-brown
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Dr Horky raised concerns that drug addiction could make fish spend more time 

around water treatment discharges, which are unhealthy for them, in order to get 

another hit. 

"Such effects could change the functioning of whole ecosystems as adverse 

consequences are of relevance at the individual as well as population levels," he 

said. 

Drug cravings could prove more powerful than natural rewards like foraging or 

mating, he added. 

The fish were later euthanised and their brain tissues analysed. 

The study underlines how humans pollute the natural environment beyond the 

noticeable things like oil slicks and plastic waste. 

Dr Horky said the findings of this research had implications for the effects of 

prescription medicines such as fluoxetine, commonly known as Prozac, on aquatic 

life. 

"Current research from teams around the world undoubtedly shows their adverse 

impact on ecosystems, which in turn can influence humans," he said. 

The study was published in the Journal of Experimental Biology. 

 
 
 

 

Monthly Lucky Draw - ReDUX 

Well, the return of Covid restrictions put a hold on the eagerly anticipated re-appearance of 

Ken’s Balls and the Club’s Random Number lucky draw is once again suspended!  

As soon as the Club is fully functional, the draw will once again be held at the Monthly 

General Meetings on the fourth Wednesday of each month. 

Using Ken’s Amazing Contraption, every Member has been allocated a randomly generated 

number and that same contraption will be used to draw the lucky number. Members are 

reminded that if their number is drawn, they must be at the meeting to claim their cash 

prize – if a member is absent when their number is drawn, they forfeit their prize and it gets 

added to and carried forward for the following month’s draw. 

So, be there on the fourth Wednesday of each month – you may just get lucky. 
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Humour 

 
As always, with thanks to Bruce Ratcliffe. 

 

 

 

Armchair Fishing 

With the continuing Covid related travel restrictions, we can once again dream about a time 

in the future when we shall be free to travel and dream about and plan for fishing trips in 

far-away places. We can fire up the laptop and start a bucket list of places to visit and fish. 

It is always fascinating to look at little known countries and read about their fly fishing 

attractions. A good example of this is the mountainous Southern African kingdom of Lesotho 

– an amazing fly fishing destination. Click on the link below to see for yourself. 

 

 



21 

 

 

 
  

 

https://www.semonkonglodge.com/ 

For publication in future editions, members are urged to send the web addresses of their 

dream places to the editor at editor@southernflyfishers.org.au. 

 

mailto:editor@southernflyfishers.org.au
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MeMbers’ Marketplace 

The newsletter provides Members and other readers with the opportunity to buy and sell 

fishing gear. If you have something to sell (new or used) or you are looking to purchase an 

item, send the details through to editor@southernflyfishers.org.au, together with your 

mobile number and e-mail address. 

 
If you are a seller, a photograph of your item will be a big help. The advertisement will be 
put together and this will enable buyers and sellers to make contact and provides a useful 

marketplace. 

 
Wanted to buy 

Pete Suzic is on the lookout to buy an Okuma Integrity 7/8 reel  
He can be contacted at psuzic@hotmail.com 
 

For Sale 

Bruce Ratcliffe has the following equipment for sale, all in good condition. He can be 

contacted on bruceratcliffe100@gmail.com 

3 wt, floating fly line, olive, new  

Hardy Ultralite cassette fly reel, 3 cassettes, used twice 

Temple Fork Outfitters, BVK, 6 wt fly rod, cigar grip, light use 

Heavy duty, rubber boot, chest waders, size large, green 

R. L. Winston Rod Co., 9′, 10 wt., 3 piece, Boron XTR rod, strong rod 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:psuzic@hotmail.com
mailto:bruceratcliffe100@gmail.com
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Flies for Sale 

The Club has a great selection of good quality flies available for purchase by members. The 

Club managed to secure the flies at a preferential rate and they are on sale at $1.50 each. 

Please see a Committee Member for purchases and payment on the night. 

   

SFF Club Mobile App 

The club now has a mobile app based on the Team App platform which is proving valuable 

for Member communication. This smartphone app allows easy and immediate access to club 

information on your phone. Amongst the initial features are chat rooms, trip information 

and rsvp’s, newsletters and a calendar of events/trips. 

The club recognises that not all members may have smart phones or make use of the app. 

The information provided by the app is therefore in addition to all of the existing 

communication channels so that no-one is disadvantaged.           

To use the SFF App you need to download Team App onto your smartphone. Download Team App 
here (http://teamapp.com/app). 

Launch Team App. 

Then: 

1. Sign-up to Team App. You'll be sent an email to confirm your registration. 

2. Log in. Then search for Southern Fly Fishers and request access to join the members 

group that apply to you. 

New Club members should contact Bruce Quig who will ensure they are registered 

as members on the system and can use the app. 

 

http://teamapp.com/app
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Supporters, Advertisers & Sponsors 

 

 

  

 
Members should use the code southern 10 to claim 

a discount on their on-line purchases 
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Accommodation Offer 

Myrica Cottage, self-contained with beautiful décor and all amenities, is located in Bellbrae, 

Victoria 5.5 km from Anglesea. Solar powered, environmentally friendly and accommodating 

up to five people, it has two bedrooms, a superb lounge and dining area, self-equipped 

kitchen and bathroom. 

With abundant Australian wildlife, a private fly fishery (catch-and-release only) and walks on 

over 200 acres of natural bushland it is perfect for fly fishermen, birdwatchers, bushwalkers, 

bike riders, photographers, nature lovers, horse riders (own horses) and international 

guests. For hire to those who are willing to share with the native flora and fauna by leaving 

the pristine premises as found, with kangaroos on site and a spectacular wedge-tailed 

eagle’s nest. Tariff $390 per weekend (Please confirm). For information call Allan Roberts on 

0412 560 452. 
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Membership Nomination Form  

Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc. 
PO Box 388 Moorabbin 3192 

 
Nomination date ……/…../………… 

 

Nominee’s Name......................................................................Signature........................................................... 

 

Address…............................................................................................................................ Post Code.................. 

 

Phone contact(s) Home..........................................................Mob.................................................................... 

I consent to my name and phone number being included in The Fly Fisher each month YES   /   No 

 

Email (Please print)................................................................................................................................................ 

 

Occupation ..................................................................................................................................... ................ 

 

Proposer .......................................................................Signature............................................................ 

 

Seconder ........................................................................Signature............................................................ 

 

Where did you hear about Southern Fly Fishers Club?  ………………… 

 

** Membership category and applicable fee for 2020 -2021 

  Existing Members New members Joining (pro rata) 

Ca

t Membership Types 
Annual 

Subs+ 

Ins. 

per 

person 

Total 

PA 

Jul to 

Sep 

Oct to 

Dec 

Jan to 

Mar 

Apr to 

Jun 

M Member $80 $15 $95 $95 $75 $55 $35 

P Members spouse / partner      $40 $15 $55 $55 $45 $35 $25 

C Concession       (Note 1) $60 $15 $75 $75 $60 $45 $30 

J Junior (under 18 years) $40 $15 $55 $55 $45 $35 $25 

S FT student (under 25) $50 $15 $65 $65 $53 $40 $28 

CT Country             (Note 2) $50 $15 $65 $65 $53 $40 $28 

F Family Special   (Note 3) $120 $15 $120* $120* $100* $70* $40* 

L Life member $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

 

Note 1 Govt. Pensions and Seniors Card holders 

Note 2 Permanently residing over 60km from Club 

Note 3 At least 3 members, adults, juniors and students, of the same immediate family *(+ insurance each person) 

If possible, please deposit direct to the SFF account with Bendigo Bank: BSB 633 - 000 / Account No 172 683 468  

Please include your name as reference. 

Alternatively Cheques should be made payable to Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc.  

 

Club use only 

Membership category code**   

Date submitted to Committee          ……/……/………... 

Approved by committee        Yes / No 

Applicable fee paid  Yes / No 

 

Notify:  Secretary          Editor of F/Fisher          Treasurer                       Register number 

…………………….. 

 

*** Membership is subject to confirmation by the Committee of Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc.*** 
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Useful Information and Contact Details 

 

We invite you to join and participate in the Club’s activities. Our aim is to support members 
in the enjoyment of the sport of fly fishing, the environment and the social camaraderie. 

 

Meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at the 

Southern Fly Fishing Clubroom and Casting Pool 

located in Highett Reserve, 

Cnr Chesterville and Turner Roads, Highett. Melways 77 J 9 

(Look for the “Combined Clubrooms” entrance at Nº 33 Turner Road) 

 

Membership Benefits: 

- Beginners’& advanced casting tuition - Competitive casting & fishing events 

- Beginners’ and advanced fly tying classes - Discounts from sponsors’ retail outlets. 

- Stream craft & fly fishing techniques - Specialist guest speakers 

- Monthly fly fishing discussion group - Regular day & weekend fishing trips 

- Annual interstate & overseas fishing trips - Saltwater fly fishing activities 

- Regular newsletter - Public liability insurance for club activities 

 

Membership enquiries to: membership@southernflyfishers.org.au 

Website:  www.southernflyfishers.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.southernflyfishers.org.au/ 

 

 

“The Fly Fisher” 

The Southern Fly Fishers 

PO Box 388 

MOORABBIN VIC 3192 

 

 

mailto:membership@southernflyfishers.org.au
http://www.southernflyfishers.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/www.southernflyfishers.org.au/

