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The Presidents Report John Mennen 

I would like to welcome you all back to another exciting year ahead.  I trust most of you 
have all had a very enjoyable break, managed to get in some great fishing.  There have 
certainly been the usual suspects out there doing quite well, if the entries on the Southern 
Fly Fishers Facebook group page is anything to go by.  I am looking forward to hearing more 
fishing reports on our first members night. 

We have certainly had extremes in weather with record high temperatures being recorded, 
no doubt making it difficult for some of our streams.  Fortunately, we have been spared the 
ŘƛǎŀǎǘǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ b{² ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƛǎƘ ƪƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǊƭƛƴƎ ōŀǎƛƴΦ  ¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
classic Aussie summer with fires and floods all over the country and we feel for those living 
in and working in areas and industries affected by the drought.     

We have some good trips lined up over the next few months, so I encourage you all to take 
advantage of some of these. Check out the trips in the fly fisher and put your name on the 
board at the club rooms.  

For those new members, and old, who would like to know more about, or get into casting, 
please read the section in this Fly Fisher edition.  You can contact or catch up with Tom 
Galloway, or come along to some of the events listed, especially the ones at Highett club 
rooms.   

Southern Fly Fishers Women in Fly Fishing open day is guaranteed to be an informative and 
fun day at our clubrooms and casting pool.  Mark the diary come along and bring a friend 
17th March 2019 between 10-4pm.  All are welcome! 

We have some great speakers lined up for the next few meetings commencing on 13 Feb 
with Stan Norton who graced us with is talk last year on fishing in the US.  So, I am looking 
forward to hearing what he has been up to since last we caught up.  This Members night is 
also PIE NIGHT so make sure you have empty bellies when you arrive this Wednesday.     
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Committee ς Officers and Delegates 2017-18 
President John Mennen president@southernflyfishers.org.au 0408 145 463 

Vice 
President 

Ivo Kavelj vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au 0407 137 135 

Treasurer Ray Boast treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au 0437 870 066 

Secretary & 
Combined 
Clubs 

Peter Cairns secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au 0413 420 044 

Trip 
Coordinator 
& Licensee 

Peter Suzic trips@southernflyfishers.org.au 0423 503 974 

Casting 
Delegate 

Tom Galloway casting@southernflyfishers.org.au 0438 461 353 

Library Graeme Renfrey library@southernflyfishers.org.au 0448 713 948 

Webmaster Bruce Quig webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au 0402 141 460 

General 
Committee 

Ross Bailey roscob@yahoo.com 0417 338 324 

General 
Committee 

Judie Cameron wogdogs@bigpond.com 0438 982 350 

General 
Committee 

Dean Gordon dean_gordon_photog@bigpond.com 0408 549 005 

General 
Committee 

Tony Hyett hyetttony@yahoo.com.au 0418 173 869 

General 
Committee 

John McIntyre zentrade2012@gmail.com 0418 320 173 

General 
Committee 

Chris McMahon chrismcm1@tpg.com.au 0414 540 227 

General 
Committee 

Allan Russell allanrussell32@yahoo.com.au 0437 240 323 

 

Club Caps For Sale 

SFF Club Caps for Sale 

$ 10.00 ea. 

Available for purchase at the  
regular Wednesday club 

meetings. 
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Calendar ς Coming Events 
 February 
Thu 7th Mid-Week Noojee Trip 
Sun 10th Noojee Trip 
Wed 13th aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ bƛƎƘǘ 
Fri ς Sun 15th ς 17th Mitta Mitta Weekend Trip. Leader: Chris McMahon 
Wed 27th General Meeting 
 

 March 
Sat / Sun 9th / 10th Rocky Valley Trip 
Wed 13th aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ bƛƎƘǘ 
Thu 21st Mid-Week Goulburn River Trip 
Sun 24th Goulburn River Trip 
Wed 27th General Meeting 
 

 

Accommodation Offer 
Myrica Cottage, self-contained with beautiful décor and all amenities, is located in Bellbrae, 
Victoria 5.5 km from Anglesea. Solar powered, environmentally friendly and accommodating 
up to five people, it has two bedrooms, a superb lounge and dining area, self-equipped 
kitchen and bathroom. 

With abundant Australian wildlife, a private fly fishery (catch-and-release only) and walks on 
over 200 acres of natural bushland it is perfect for fly fishermen, birdwatchers, bushwalkers, 
bike riders, photographers, nature lovers, horse riders (own horses) and international 
guests. For hire to those who are willing to share with the native flora and fauna by leaving 
the pristine premises as found, with kangaroos on site and a spectacular wedge-tailed 
ŜŀƎƭŜΩǎ ƴŜǎǘΦ ¢ŀǊƛŦŦ Ϸолл ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ όtƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳύΦ CƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƭƭ !ƭƭŀƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ 
0412 560 452. 
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ACF 2019 Syllabus 
Month Day Event Location Start Time 

Feb-21 Thur AGM Sunshine 7:30pm 

Feb-23 Sat Southern Lights Highett 6:00pm 

Apr-07 Sun Accuracy and Distance Training Day Ballarat 10:00am 

Apr-14 Sun /ƻŎƪ ƻŃϵϰ ²ŀƭƪ Fairfield 9:30am 

  ACF & PHWFFA meeting Fairfield 2:30pm 

Apr-21 Sun Easter   

April 26 - 28 Fri PHWFFA - Casting for Recovery Thornton  

Apr-28 Sun Brunn Shield Red Tag Fairfield 9:30am 

     

May-05 Sun ACF Public Casting Academy Day Highett 9:00am 

May-11 Sat Accuracy and Distance Training Day Highett 10:00am 

May-12 Sun Brunn Shield Sunshine Fairfield 9:30am 

May-18 Sat ACF Public Casting Academy Day Highett 9:00:am 

May-19 Sun Red Tag Open Fairfield 9:30am 

May-26 Sun Southern Open Highett 9:30am 

  ACF & PHWFFA meeting Highett 2:30pm 

Jun-02 Sun Brunn Shield Sunshine Fairfield 9:30am 

Jun-09 Sat Vic Chps Fly Distance Highett 9:30am 

Jun-10 Sun Vic Chps Fly Accuracy Highett 9:30am 

Jun-30 Sun Sunshine Open Fairfield 9:30am 

     

Jul-07 Sun Brunn Shield Southern Highett 9:30am 

Jul-20 Sat Aust Chps Fly Distance Highett 9:30am 

Jul-21 Sun Aust Chps Fly Accuracy Highett 9:30am 

     

Aug-04 Sun Brunn Shield Final Highett 9:30am 

Aug-17 Sat Southern Cross Challenge Highett 9:30am 

Aug-25 Sun Turville Shield Fairfield 9:30am 

     

Sep-01 Sun Sunday Fun Day Highett 10:00am 

Sep-08 Sun Ballarat Open TBD Ball 10:00am 

     

Oct  Vic & Aus Plug Chps TBD  

Oct-24 Thur ACF & PHWFFA meeting Sun 7:30 PM 
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A Tyenna Story Dave Egan 
¢ƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ ²Ŝǎǘ ¢ŀǎǎƛŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƻƭŘ 
to try something new, you can teach old dogs new tricks. One of the many reasons I re-
joined the Southern fly fishers after nearly 40 years of living in Gippsland was that they have 
some really good club trips and I thought it would be good to go along  with them and try 
new places and new ways of fishing. I have been to Tassie every year for the last 30 or so 
and I rarely get past the central highlands.  You have endless choices of lake fishing and my 
camp at Jonah bay is a place I love and I get to catch up mates. 

L ŀƳ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳŀǘŜǎ ŎŀǊŀǾŀƴ ŀǘ WƻƴŀƘ ōŀȅ ƻƴ !ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ ƭŀƪŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ 
barmy -н ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΣ ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ƎŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƳŀǘŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘ άƛǘ ƛǎ ōƛǘǘŜǊƭȅ ǇŀƛƴŦǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƭŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜέΦ  
It is tough fishing, there is a severe wind warning for the central highland lakes and we are 
right in the heart of it.  I have just got back from a week with 6 blokes from the Southern fly 
fishers staying at an old but very comfortabƭŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ŎŀƳǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ¢ƘŜ Dƛŀƴǘǎ 
Table in Maydena on the mighty Tyenna river in South-West Tasmania.  What a place, on the 
edge of the huge South West wilderness it is surrounded by huge forests, high mountains, 
beautiful rivers, waterfalls, the biggest wildest lakes in Australia and mighty trout fishing.  
What more could you want? 

When I arrived after the long and very windy road trip from the central highlands, I was met 
by a couple of the boys fishing near a bridge in the middle of Maydena to a big evening rise 
late in the day.  We threw every fly in the book at these picky little buggers and got nothing 
but rejects.  Right when I was ready to throw my rod at the fish along came our guide for the 
week the legendary Dave Dick or Tyenna Dave as he is known.  Dave told us to lengthen our 
leaders, put on a tiny nymph and drag it past the noses of the fish.  Right on time a beautiful 
feisty little brown grabbed the fly and I was on the board.  We then went off to make dinner 
and Dave went for a quick fish with Christopher Bissano who was training for the world 
championships just down the road.  They landed 12 before dark.  Later that night I was told I 
was lucky enough to be picked to fish with Dave and Allan from Southern the next day on 
the mighty Gordon River Dam!  I had trouble sleeping with stories of 10, 20 and even 30 
pound wild Browns on my mind. 

The next day after a big breaky, the three of us headed off with a boat to one of the wildest 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ DƻǊŘƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ŀƴȅ ŀŎŎess points and what it does have are 
difficult and often blocked with huge trees.  As a consequence it is the biggest freshwater 
lake in Australia but hardly ever fished.  We made our way down a narrow track stopping to 
remove trees along the way, obviously the track was hardly ever used.  We launched the 
boat off an old road and carefully picked our way through a forest of dead trees and after a 
short while we noticed that there was an increasing current in the lake as the valley we 
moved up narrowed.  The lake turned into a powerful stream with swirling currents, logjams 
and rapids.  Dave used the powerful electric motor to manoeuvre upstream and soon we 
were casting our sinking lines down and across the current.  We took it in turns casting and 
ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ take long and we were into fish ranging from a pound to 3 pound. 
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Dave was disappointed with the size and number of fish but after a storm passed over us 
and we were well and truly soaked, Allan hooked into what was an epic fish.  At first we 
thought it was a good fish but as time went by we started to realise it was huge.  Allan 
stayed very cool when the fish took big powerful runs, and Dave manoeuvred the boat to 
ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǊƳΩǎ ǿŀȅΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
presented with a sold wild Brown of around 10 pounds.  After netting it and putting it in the 
live well to recover it was high fives, handshakes and man hugs all round. 

We continued to catch fish late into the day, but were unable to catch another big one.  It 
was a fantastic introduction to the sort of wild fishing that can be had in the Southwest 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ Ǿŀǎǘ ǎƪƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  ! {Ŝŀ 9ŀƎƭŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
watching us from the top of a huge tree and Dave told us he had been feeding it a fish each 
time he came there.  I caught a small fish, killed it and held it up for the Eagle to see.  He was 
straight away excited and when he leapt from the tree Dave said wait until it was close 
before I threw it.  I did what I was told and the magnificent bird took the fish from what 
seemed a rod length away. 

The next day it was others turn to fish with Dave and I went to fish the Tyenna River near 
where we were staying with the boys from Southern.  The river is magnificent with good 
hatches and rises throughout the day and although the fish were smallish river fish, they 
were very beautiful and full of fight.  There was always the chance of a trophy in all the local 
rivers including the Stix, the Florentine, and the upper Derwent.  It helps if you know how to 
Czech Nymph as the big fish often hug the bottom. 
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Dave had breakfast and dinner with us each day and was happy to answer questions and 
draw us maps of places to fish.  If you were young and fit he would send you to some 
difficult to get to places where your chances of a trophy were increased. 

The week went far too quickly for my liking and unfortunately Dave was not willing to take 
us back to the wilder parts of the Gordon Dam and lake Pedder on some days as the wind 
was strong and he was avoiding fallen trees.  One day they travelled 26kms down a track to 
Pedder only to be turned back by a huge fallen tree just before the lake.  I have to say Dave 
ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ¢ȅŜƴƴŀ 5ŀǾŜ 
for nothing, but he was very reasonably priced for a guide with a big reputation for trophy 
ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŦȅ ōƻŀǘΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 
or with a group from the LVFF, but I am also very keen to fish the sea runners with Dave or 
depending on the rain at the end of the season the Spawning run which must be simply 
amazing.  I recommend you check Dave out on you tube and see Rob Paxivarnise catch a 20+ 
ǇƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀll 10 Pounders they caught or the 
even bigger than 20 pound fish Dave caught that day! 

 

I ended my trip with a few days on Lake Arthurs with my old mate and although we copped 
high winds, torrential rain, sleet, storms and snow, we still got a few fish to bring home from 
both the shore and the boat.  I hope to join Southern next year on the same trip and would 
gladly extend it if any of the LVFF would like to give it a try.  It was all new to me and despite 
a bit of dodgy weather, which you must expect in Tassie, it was well worth the drive down 
those windy mountain roads. 


