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The Presidents Report John Mennen 

Well the years just keep getting faster and here we are at the end of another one. The 

fishing has been mixed but plenty of fishing happening.  Our Gerri Bolt / Tri Clubs day had 

nearly 50 members from three clubs at Moorabool.  We had a great day and a great BBQ, 

the only thing missing was the fish, although they did say goodbye, leaping out of the water, 

as we all walked back to the car parks.  More about this in John McIntire’s report. 

In the last general meeting we had a record long fishing report.  I think it went for 45 

minutes.  It was great to hear that members have been very active in their fishing exploits 

and to hear some good fish being caught.  We also welcomed new member David Reid who 

has spent many years fishing in trout fishing paradise, NZ.  I’m sure David will have much 

experience to share.  Ross finished off the evening with a very informative session on 

entomology and casting techniques for Czech nymphing, ably supported by casting guru, 

Gary Rapley.  I have no doubt that members present will catch more fish this Christmas and 

holiday season as a result. 

There were two trips to Tasmania this year, one held during the last week of November and 

one running as a write this report.  I attended in the first week and enjoyed some great 

fishing amongst some incredibly great locations.  On this trip the rivers were the go but 

hopefully the crew on the second trip enjoy some good lake fishing.     

At the December committee meeting we discussed next year’s trips.  With a collection of 

ideas from the membership and we are confident that 2018 is going to be a very active year.  

We will need a bit of a hand with trip leaders though so anyone who can put their hand up 

to lead some of the trips would be greatly appreciated.   

Once again, the Christmas function at the Brighton Sea Scouts was a fantastic success with 

perfect weather and great comradery amongst the members.   

And don’t forget, the last meeting for the year will be held on December 13th.    Jim 

Baumgurtel from Fly Finz will be there with some gear for all to check out.   It looks like it 

will be a hot night by the looks of things so dress lightly, bring a friend and enjoy a pie or two 

with some refreshing drinks.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank the Committee for all their hard work and support 

over the last few months.  A very special thanks to Peter Cairns and Ray Boast for their 

incredible support to me, and I also want to recognise all the members for continuing to 

contribute to our great club environment.   I would especially like to thank Paul Harris who 

has done a sensational job of producing this newsletter, month after month - it is truly 

appreciated.  I would like to wish you and your families a safe and wonderful Christmas and 

a very successful 2018.    
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Calendar – Coming Events 
 December 
Sun 10th SFFA Christmas Party 
Wed 13th Members Night. Speaker: FlyFinz 
 February 
Wed 14th Members Night (FIRST FOR 2018) with Speaker 
Sun 18th Rubicon River Trip. Leader: TBA 
Thu 22nd Rubicon River Trip. Leader: TBA 
Wed 28th General Meeting & Casting Demo Night 
 MARCH 
Sun 11th Steavenson River. Leader: TBA 
Wed 14th Members Meeting with Speaker 
Thu 15th Steavenson River, Leader: TBA 
Wed 28th General Meeting & Eddie Fraker Talk 
 April/May 
 TBA NT Adventure Trip. Leader Graeme Forrestor 
 

 

Members Night 13th December 
Jim Baumgurtel from FlyFinz will be our guest speaker on 13th December, where he will be 
talking about his latest range of Fly Rods and Reels. 

This night will also be ‘Bring a Friend’ and Pie Night (members bring the friend, the club will 
supply the pies!).  New members joining on the night will be charged the ½ year prorate fee 
of $50, so come along for an enjoyable final meeting of 2017. 
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Committee – Officers and Delegates 2017-18 

President John Mennen president@southernflyfishers.org.au 0408 145 463 

Treasurer Ray Boast treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au 0437 870 066 

Secretary & 
Combined 
Clubs 

Peter Cairns secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au 0413 420 044 

Trip 
Coordinator 
& Licensee 

Tony Hyett trips@southernflyfishers.org.au 0418 173 869 

Casting 
Delegate 

Tom Galloway casting@southernflyfishers.org.au 0438 461 353 

Library Graeme Renfrey library@southernflyfishers.org.au 0448 713 948 

Webmaster Phil Magness webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au 0419 247 070 

General 
Committee 

Dean Gordon  0408 549 005 

General 
Committee 

Judie Cameron  0438 982 350 

General 
Committee 

Bruce Quig  0402 141 460 

General 
Committee 

Ross Bailey  0417 338 324 

General 
Committee 

John McIntyre  0418 320 173 

  

mailto:president@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:treasurer@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:trips@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:casting@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:library@southernflyfishers.org.au
mailto:webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au
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Gerri Bolt / Tri Clubs Trophies 2017 John McIntyre 

What a turn up, forty seven fly fishermen vying for the trophies and prizes. Eighteen from 
Yarra Valley Fly Fishers, ten from Red Tag and eighteen from Southern. 

Rollcall: Majid Horiye, Steve Clements, Graeme Forrester, Dean Gordon, Alan Russell, John 
Pratt, John Mennen, Colin McMillan, Malcolm Green, Keith Whitford, Les Pratt, Bernard 
Schindler, Paul Dunham, Tom Galloway, Ray Goddard, Tony Hyett, Jim Chernikeff, John 
McIntyre. It says something of the club spirit when so many co-ordinated travel sharing. 

A lot must be said of Andy Elam’s ( YVFF ) preparation and presentation of the BBQ , replete 
with sausages, chicken shaslik, beef patties, salad’s , soft drinks and water. Thanks to Andy 
and his helpers for a great meal. 

The fishing was done and dusted by lunchtime with Danial Mamrot ( RED TAG ) bagging the 
Gerry Bolt / TriClubs  trophies and major prize of a fishing net with a 40 cm brown. We had 
the unfortunate situation of a young novice fly fisherman Miles Prouten ( YVFF ) landing a 3-
4 lb ( witnessed ) brown but did not measure it. He became the winner of the most fish 
caught , two fly boxes. 

The water temperature was 19ºC near the wall and 22ºC near the Moorabool Creek in the 
shade. Red spinners were hatching, Duns were hatching . It seems a North easterly wind is 
not favoured by the fish as they congregated probably in the centre of the reservoir. 

A great day,  good company , sunny ,warm but no fish – next year ……….. 
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4WD Trip 2017 Paul Harris 
Led by Peter Cairns, Jim Johnston and myself headed off Friday Morning on our 4WD 

adventure.  Meeting at Cheltenham, we headed out on the highway to Briagolong, where 

we stopped to sample the excellent product of the Bakery. 

From Briagolong, we aired down the tyres and started on the tracks at Moroka Road, 

following it up to Arbuckle Junction and on to Howitt Rd.  Jim in his Isuzu MUX, myself in the 

Mitsubishi Pajero Sport, and Peter in his trusty and well kitted Nissan Patrol. 

 

Myself being new to 4WDing with this being my first 4WD trip and Jim having done only a 

couple of other outings, we were eager to see what our vehicles were capable of. 

It wasn’t long before Peter has up on some tracks to challenge us, with some wet and boggy 

tracks to traverse.  With excellent instruction from Peter, we had it all over these without 

any trouble. 
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Our camp the first night was off Dingo Hill Track, with the weather mild, but interspersed 

with the odd heavy downpour.  Despite the wet, we still had a great campfire and enjoyed 

the campfire banter and camaraderie. 

 

Setting of on Saturday morning, we were gifted with some excellent views on a clear day. 
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During the day, Peter had us negotiating some steep ascents and declines, which provided 

some useful experience in understanding the application of Low Range 4WD, and selecting 

an appropriate line.  Although there probably wasn’t anything really too difficult, and the 

inclinometer showing that most of the slopes were only about 25 degrees, it feels like it’s 

significantly steeper as you climb and descend. (The photos really don’t do it justice!) 

   

   

During one of the creek crossings, we needed to do some track (re)building and Jim and I 

had to use our recovery treds in order to get across without bottoming out.  Peter’s truck of 

course crossed without any such issue. 
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At another point, we had to perform some track clearing in order to proceed and, as always, 

Peter was fully prepared for whatever needed to be done. 

 

Camping for Saturday night was at a secret campsite off Black Range Road, colloquially 

known as ‘The Clubrooms’.  A lovely quiet spot well off the main track. 
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Sunday morning saw us airing the tyres back up to highway pressures for the trip home. 

 

All in all a terrific trip that we (and the vehicles) survived without any great drama. 

Once again, a BIG thank you to Peter for organising and facilitating this trip, for sharing his 

expertise and knowledge, and for making our journey into this beautiful part of Victoria so 

enjoyable. 
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Tassie Trip 1 Tony Hyett 
Six of Southern’s finest ( well me at least) John Mennen, Ray Boast, Paul Harris, Nick Sheriff, 
Jeff Allen and myself took off to Tassie to hammer the fishing fields of The Maydena area. 

The Spirit of Tassie queues both ways on this trip seemed to take an eternity, not like 
previous ventures. Anyway the frivolity started very early on this trip and lasted all the way 
through. Ray Goddard was at his peak of entertainment with interjections from others with 
great stories and humours quips keeping us all in high spirits. 

After disembarking from the Spirit of Tassie at the beginning of the trip first port of call was 
to be the traditional breakfast at the Raspberry farm about five minutes from our shopping 
town of Deloraine. Breakfast and shopping out of the way we headed off, one car to fish the 
Tyenna and two to have a crack at Little Pine Lagoon. 

Little Pine was tough, only one caught by Paul and a few on the Tyenna by Nick and Jeff. The 
Tyenna being a little high and coloured by rain earlier. Luckily the Tyenna clears quickly 
giving us good fishing for balance of the trip. 

 

Paul holding a nice brown at Little Pine 

The trip overall produced approx. 130 fish. The Tyenna River let go of most of these fish up 
to about a pound and a half but does have a number of larger specimens within. 

Nick had a blinder week (with the fishing) starting off with about 8 fish on the Derwent, on 
his first day up to 4 lb on nymphs. He was accompanied by John who did well catching a 
couple of two pounders. 

Tyenna Dave our friend and guide ate with us each night relating many fantastic stories and 
Tassie gossip that he could think of. His mate Daniel joined us on a few occasions with his 
boat and together with Dave’s boat allowing us the privilege of fishing Meadowbank and 
Penstock Lagoon. 
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Penstock fishing was extremely exiting displaying a massive Dunn hatch with many fish 
feeding actively. Only a few fish caught on this day to our dismay but when we were told 
that the other boats on the Lagoon were in the National fishing Championships and also 
found hooks up infrequent we felt a little better. 

A few of us gave the Atlantic Salmon a try on one of the rough fast flowing sections of a river 
and were extremely elated to be able to catch some amazing fish. John dropped two, I 
dropped two and caught one and Nick caught I think four salmon and a four lb rainbow. 

I have never seen anybody so exited in my life, Nick was entertaining to watch and deserved 
all his fish. 

Falling in, well there was heaps, Ray loved it spending four swimming displays at one session 
allowing him to become an automatic member of the Dolphin Dargan club. 

Ray also loves tree pruning, removing with great gusto a number of branches and foliage 
from a poor unsuspecting tree to retrieve his fly. 

Most fish were caught Czech nymphing style, but dries also played a large part of the catch 
rate. 

All members caught their fair share of fish making the trip a huge success. I hope this trip 
can be kept up for years to come. 

 

 

Ray on the Tyenna with one of a number 
of pretty little browns caught. 
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This one caught by Czech Nymphing on Ray’s superb ‘Rainbow Warrior’. 

 

John, trying to tempt a large brown out of a deep pool on the Tyenna. 
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John following a nice bubble line. 

 

Jeff caught this nice little brown with Dave. 
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And another one for Jeff. 

 

And yet another brown for Ray Czech Nymphing with the Rainbow Warrior. 
See Ross, it wasn’t a fluke! 
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“Charles Bradley” Flies for Sale 
You may have noticed the new fly boxes on top of the fridge in the clubrooms? Fly boxes is a 
bit of an understatement, you will understand if you have seen them recently. These new 
display cabinets contain a vast array of flies that the club managed to secure at a 
preferential rate. 

The usual donated flies will also be located in these display cabinets, so will still be able to 
get yourself a genuine Max Kepert fly. 

The flies are for sale at a price of $1.50 each. Please see Steven Clements or Paul Harris for 
payment on the night. 

 

Regular Fly Tying Group 
The regular fly tying group meets on the third Thursday of the month. 

The intent is for those who are interested in meeting regularly to tie flies, learn from others, 
demonstrate a new pattern or simply talk fly tying. Note that the club will not be supplying 
any materials; it is the responsibility of people attending to bring along all they need, 
although the clubs vices will be available for use. 

For further information please contact Paul Harris on 0412 774 123.  

 

 

 

Visit the Bentleigh Fly Fishing Store to 
receive some great advice and a 10% 
discount for SFF members. 

 

Address:  

489 South Road 

Bentleigh VIC 3204 

 

Phone: (03) 9532 1583 

 

Trading Hours 

Monday    9.00am-5.00pm 

Tuesday   9.00am-5.00pm 

Wednesday   9.00am-5.00pm 

Thursday   9.00am-5.00pm 

Friday    9.00am-5.00pm 

Saturday   9.00am-3.00pm 

Sunday    Closed for fishing! 

10% Discount 
for Members 
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General Meeting Minutes 22nd November 2017 
DATE:    Wednesday 22ND  November 2017 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Ross Bailey, John McIntyre, Graeme Renfrey, Ray Boast,  
John Mennen, Tony Hyett, Judy Cameron, Peter Cairns 

CHAIRMAN:   John Mennen 

APOLOGIES:  Bruce Quigg, Dean Gordon, Tom Galloway, John Worrell,  
Max Kepert 

GUEST :   David Reid 

MINUTES: 

BUSINESS ARISING out of MINUTES: 

Moved:  Graeme Renfrey     Seconded : Ray Goddard 

 

CORRESPONDENCE IN: 

• Certificate of Membership to ATF 
• Grant Application for Larger Grants 
 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT:  

Thank you letters to all who helped at the Mornington/SFFA Casting Day  

Moved:  Ray Goddard     Seconded: Judy Cameron  

 

DELEGATES REPORT: 

CVFFC:  Wild Trout Conference update by PT. 

   Carp Eradication update 

ACF:   Nil Report 

Combined Clubs MCC AGM November 14th held 

Fly Fisher:  Need a lot more photos – only need small caption  

Library:  Nil Report  

Web:   Nil Report 

 

NEW MEMBERS NOMINATION:  

Moved:       Seconded:  
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GENERAL BUSINESS  

Farewell to John Christie as this is his last meeting, he is moving to the country !! 

Good luck John, tight lines !! 

 

TRIP REPORTS 

Gerri Bolt Tri Club  

Great turn out of members - SFFA had 17 members, Yarra Valley18 members and Red Tag 
with 10 members. 

Thank you to Yarra Valley for putting on the BBQ 

Fishing condition appeared great but only 2 fish were caught for the day 

Congrats to Red Tag who won the day 

 

OTHER TRIPS 

Peter T fished the Steavenson, Hagerty and Delatite, with the Delatite providing the best 
option, offering up 12 fish within 100 meters. Mostly caught on Parachute Adams and some 
on nymphs. 

On a separate adventure he fished the Buckland River an d Morses Creek with success 

Ray B fished the Acheron, hooking 7 Brown and 1 Rainbow using a dry fly to catch 6 of them, 
with the other 2 caught on a dropper all in the space of 90 minutes 

Peter S fished Shaw Creek near Dingo Hill Track with many fish caught. 

Ross B fished the Victorian Fly Fishing Championships on Lake Wendouree, average size fish 
caught was 30cm – 40cm, with Ross landing a 54cm Brown. There were plenty of duns 
around. Most fish caught were on a  claret or brown nymph. Also proving successful was the 
possum emerger and a small brown magoo   

Ross also fished Tumbling Waters landing many fish on a nymphs, one fish was 3lb. 

Ross also fished a private access area on the Latrobe river near Noojee catching many many 
fish, using CDC and deer hair caddis and stimulators. Whilst it was a restricted access area it 
proves there are fish around the area  

Ivo K fished the Taggerty, going was tough with climbing over logs a regular occurrence. 
Caught 8 good fish hiding under logs using both a beaded nymph and parachute adams 

Tony H along with Greame F fished several locations across the state including the 
Steavenson, Taggerty, Delatite, Goulburn. All with limited success  

 

SPEAKERS 

December  Jim Baumgurtel Fly Finz 
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January   NO MEETING 

February   Tom Jarman / Craig Coltman / Scott Xanthoulakis 

March  Tom Jarman / Craig Coltman / Scott Xanthoulakis 

April    Fast Eddies Social Night  
 

CLUB CALENDER 

NOVEMBER 

Sat-Sun 25th - 26th  Big River    UNKNOWN 

Sun-Sat 26th - 2nd  Tassie No.1 Trip    
 

DECEMBER 

Sun – Sat  2nd - 9th Tassie No. 2 Trip    

Sun   10th   SFFA Christmas Party 

Wed  13th   Fly Finz & Bring a Friend & Pie Night 
 

FEBRUARY 

Wed   14th  Members Night (FIRST FOR 2018) with Speaker 

Sun  18th  Rubicon River Trip 

Thu  22nd  Rubicon River Trip 

Wed  28th  General Meeting & Casting Demo Night     
 

MARCH 

Sun  11th  Steavenson River 

Wed   14th  Members Meeting with Speaker 

Thu  15th  Steavenson River 

Wed  28th  General Meeting & Eddie Fraker Talk 

 
APRIL/MAY 

TBA    NT Adventure Trip   GF 
 

Meeting Close : 9:00pm 
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Member Photos 
Photos of Members fishing exploits. 
Please send your photos along with a short caption to editor@southernflyfishers.org.au. 

 

 

Graeme Renfrey picks up a nice brown in Noojee, early Nov. 
This one on a Brown Beaded Nymph 
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Accommodation Offers 

 

Myrica Cottage at Bellbrae 
Myrica Cottage, self-contained with beautiful décor and all 
amenities, is located in Bellbrae, Victoria 5.5 km from Anglesea. 
Solar powered, environmentally friendly and accommodating up 
to five people, it has two bedrooms, a superb lounge and dining 
area, self-equipped kitchen and bathroom. 

With abundant Australian wildlife, a private fly fishery (catch-and-
release only) and walks on over 200 acres of natural bushland it is perfect for fly fishermen, 
birdwatchers, bushwalkers, bike riders, photographers, nature lovers, horse riders (own 
horses) and international guests. For hire to those who are willing to share with the native 
flora and fauna by leaving the pristine premises as found, with kangaroos on site and a 
spectacular wedge-tailed eagle’s nest. Tariff $300 per weekend (Please confirm). For 
information call Allan Roberts on 0412 560 452. 
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Membership Nomination Form 
Southern Fly Fishers Australia Inc. 

PO Box 388 Moorabbin 3192 
 

Nomination Date: ___/___/______ 

Nominee’s Name: _____________________________   Signature: ___________________  

Address: _________________________________________________   Postcode: _______  

Phone Contact(s) Home: ________________________   Mobile: _____________________  

Email (Please Print): ___________________________  

Occupation: __________________________________  

Proposer: ____________________________________   Signature: ___________________  

Seconder: ___________________________________   Signature: ___________________  

 

** Membership category and applicable fee for 2017-2018 

Cat

**

Annual 

Subs+

Ins per 

person
Total p.a. Jul-Sept Oct-Dec Jan-Mar Apr-Jun

M Member $80 $10 $90 $90 $70 $50 $30

P Members spouse/Partner $40 $10 $50 $50 $40 $30 $20

C Concession (Note 1) $60 $10 $70 $70 $55 $40 $25

J Junior (under 18 yrs) $40 $10 $50 $50 $40 $30 $20

S FT student (under 25 yrs) $50 $10 $60 $60 $48 $35 $23

CT Country (Note 2) $50 $10 $60 $60 $48 $35 $23

F Family Special (Note 3) $120 $10 $120* $120* $100* $70* $40*

L Life Member $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Membership Types

Existing Members New Members Joining (pro rata)

 

Note 1 Govt. Pensions and Seniors Card holders 
Note 2 Permanently residing over 60km from Club 
Note 3 At least 3adults, junior and students, of the same immediate family *(+ insurance each person) 
 

Cheques should be made payable to Southern Fly Fishers Australia Inc. or alternatively direct to: 
SOUTHERN FLY FISHERS bank account BSB 063-118, Account No 1000-6744. (Include name as reference) 
 

Club Use Only 
Membership Category Code **    
Date Submitted to Committee:  ___/___/______ 
Approved by Committee:  Yes / No 
Applicable Fee Paid:  Yes / No 
 
Notify: Secretary       Communications       Treasurer       Register Number ..................  
 

 
*** Membership is subject to confirmation by the Committee of Southern Fly Fishers Australia Inc. *** 
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We invite you to join and participate in the Club’s activities. Our aim is to support 
members in the enjoyment of the sport of fly fishing, the environment and the social 
camaraderie. 

Meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at the 

Southern Fly Fishing Clubroom and Casting Pool 

located in Highett Reserve, 

Cnr Chesterville and Turner Roads, Highett. Melways 77 J 9 

(Look for the “Combined Clubrooms” entrance at Nº 33 Turner Road) 

 

Membership Benefits: 

- Beginners’& advanced casting tuition - Competitive casting & fishing events 
- Beginners’ and advanced fly tying classes - Discounts from sponsors’ retail outlets. 
- Streamcraft & fly fishing techniques - Specialist guest speakers 
- Monthly fly fishing discussion group - Regular day & weekend fishing trips 
- Annual interstate & overseas fishing trips - Saltwater fly fishing activities 
- Regular newsletter - Public liability insurance for club activities 
 

Membership enquiries to: membership@southernflyfishers.org.au 

Website:    southernflyfishers.org.au 

 

 

“The Fly Fisher” 
If undeliverable return to: 
The Southern Fly Fishers 
PO Box 388 
MOORABBIN VIC 3192 

 

mailto:membership@southernflyfishers.org.au

